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A Very Visual Advent  

The average person hears around 50,000 words in a 
day and speaks 25,000.  On average, we read several 
thousand words each day.  Words are clearly our 
dominant way of communication and perhaps even 
connection.  It comes as no surprise then when we 
think about the way that words infuse our worship 
experience.  It is probably not a good use of my time 
to determine how many words one hears/speaks in 
a typical Sunday service, so suffice to say, it’s a lot.   

Yet one of the wonderful things about liturgical 
worship (our style) is that it has preserved the 
sensual aspects of faith.  The movements of bowing, 
kneeling, standing, crossing yourself embody 
that we are worshipping.  The music speaks to a 
different part of our brains than words.  The taking 
of communion lets our faith literally become a part 
of us.  

Then, there are our eyes that take in everything 
– the flowers, the stained glass windows, the altar.  
Our eyes know quickly when we have entered a 
sanctuary – even when we are there for the first 

time.  With no words at all, a sanctuary invites us to 
slow down, breathe, even pray, just through what we 
see with our eyes.   

More so than with words, our experiences are 
an integral lens through which we interpret what 
we see.  For example, if you have never been in a 
sanctuary before for worship, seeing it doesn’t invite 
you into anything because you have no context or 
memory of it doing so before.  Reflecting on what 
we see becomes an important way to connect to 
our own experience and heart; it is a way to connect 
to others’ experiences and hearts.  It is a way to 
experience God, who rarely speaks to us directly in 
words. 

Our Advent focus this year is going to be on 
seeing.  From our Advent Word daily picture 
practice on Facebook to forming an icon in our 
Sunday worship to our Advent Quiet Day, we are 
going to pay attention to the ways that what we see 
communicates with our hearts and minds.  We will 
look for the ways that the divine comes amidst us, 
quietly and frequently, all around us.   

HELP YOUR FELLOW 
PARISHIONERS 

 
The Parish Care Committee 
is seeking more volunteers 
to offer care to our church 

families.  If you can occasionally prepare a meal, provide a ride to a doctor’s appoint-
ment or run an errand for a fellow parishioner with a new baby, health issues emergen-
cy or death in the family, please join our loosely organized (no meetings!) group. You 

don’t have to be able to do everything or be available all the time. It is nice to have a ros-
ter of members to contact when help is needed. It takes a parish to support each other.  

If  you’d like to be a part of our Parish Care Committee, contact Vicky Smith at 
victoriawsmith@gmail.com or sign up on the bulletin board in the hall.  
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SINCE WE LAST WROTE… 

The baptisms of five babies; Camping 
Trip  2017  at Camp Shenandoah  
Springs and hike in Shenandoah 
National Forest 
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SINCE WE LAST WROTE… 

The baptisms of five babies; Camping 
Trip  2017  at Camp Shenandoah  
Springs and hike in Shenandoah 
National Forest 

Kick Off Sunday and new organ debut; 
Pet Blessing; Outreach Forum with 
presentation by Master Dong; and, 
Moses Skit Parade 
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#ADVENTWORD
Your Advent practice this year can be as easy as 
looking at Facebook.   
• Each day of Advent we will put an image with 
the word of the day on our Facebook page (Christ 
Church on Capitol Hill).  As you move through 
your day, look for something that reminds you of 
the word and upload that image in the comments.  
For example, on the first day of Advent, we will 
put a picture inspired by the word “Awaken” up.  
If you have an image for that word, put it up too.  
It’s a collaborative, visual Advent practice. 
• For Sunday, we will choose the image for 
the front cover of the bulletin from the images 
from the previous week’s words (we will ask 
permission if it’s your picture). 
• Idea to Engage Kids: Take the kids on a photo 
scavenger hunt.  Give them words and have them 
look for things they connect with them.  Then, 
prepare to upload them on the assigned day. 
• Magnets at church will be available with 
the season’s words so that even if you don’t 
participate on Facebook, you can contemplate 
the word of the day.  

 
Save the Date: 

Advent Quiet Day

Saturday, December 9th, 1-4pm  
Carve some time out to reflect in 

this Advent season.  
Childcare will be available. 

Comptemplative Eucharist
Thursdays in Advent

(Dec 7th, 14th, 21st), 7:00pm
Advent is a time to slow down and create 

space in your life to reflect on the ways God 
is pres- ent. In a candlelit sanctuary, we will 
gather  with Taize music, Scripture, silence, 

prayer, and communion. The service will 
last about 30 minutes.

Create room in your week to join us.

Christmas Services and More
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Christmas Services and More

Christmas Eve Services

Sunday, December 24th
4:30pm – “Come as you are” Family Service

Well-known carols, informal pick-up pageant, children’s message, 
and communion.

6:30pm – Formal Family Service
Well-known carols, Christmas pageant, homily, communion, and 

music from St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble.

10:00pm – Choral Prelude with St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble
This wonderful ensemble off ers us the music of the vast Russian 

sacred tradition and choral settings of internationally beloved 
Nativity texts. Together with the Christ Church choir, they will 

provide a beautiful prelude to our service.

10:30pm – Festival Eucharist
Well-known carols, candlelit sanctuary, St. Petersburg Men’s 

Ensemble, sermon, and communion.

11:30pm – Festive Reception
Please bring something to share as we celebrate the coming of 
Christ with food and drink in the Parish Hall after the service.

Christmas Day 10am
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church will host a Christimas morning 

service in the neighborhood that we encourage Christ Church 
congregants to attend. St. Mark’s is located at 3rd and A St. SE.

Sunday, December 31st 9:00am and 11:00am
Come and end 2017 with prayer and community.  It’s your last 

chance to sing Christmas carols for the year at the 11am service!

Christmas Flowers and Music
Every year congregants sign up to honor loved ones (living and 

dead) by donating funds to cover the cost of our special fl owers and 
music for the holiday. A sign-up sheet will be on the board, and we 

will include the names of those honored in our Christmas bulletins. 
Suggested donation is $25.
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On Saturday, December 2nd, we will hold our annual St. Nick’s Dinner &Christmas Sale, a Christ Church 
holiday tradition.  The evening includes: the Christmas Shop featuring live fl owering plants and baked goods; 

a silent auction of unique gift baskets; a festive holiday dinner; a visit from St. Nick 
with stockings full of surprises for each child; and the drawing of the winning quilt 
raffl  e ticket. 
  Every year since 1984, the Christ Church + Capitol Hill Community Quilters 
Extraordinaire have designed and made a quilt to raffl  e for a worthy cause. 
Proceeds from the Quilt Raffl  e will be given to our two “good neighbor” projects 
– Buenos Vecinos in Central America for education and health services and Good 
Neighbor Capitol Hill-a collaboration of Capital Hill faith organizations that 
support refugee resettlement eff orts in the DC area.  Raffl  e tickets for the quilt are 
6 for $5 or $1 each and may be purchased ahead of time or at the event.  
  The Christmas Shop opens at 5:00 pm with refreshments available.  From 5:00 
pm to 6:30pm, the children are entertained with a craft project and a movie while 
the parents shop.  Dinner is served at 6:30 pm.  The evening concludes with a visit 
from St. Nick and the quilt drawing.  Dinner tickets are $25 for adults, free for 
children under age 15.  
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to make baked goods, create themed baskets to 

sell at the silent auction, help with set up, decorate, and help with clean up.  Last year’s dinner was a great 
success – we need your help again this year to make this dinner another memorable one.   

Please contact Carolyn Cheney at 202.547.5048 or cmcheney@aol.com or 
Linda Mellgren at p3mp4@verizon.net. if you would like more information or to volunteer. 

Mark Your Calendars! December 2 
St. Nick’s Dinner & Christmas Sale 

Do you have an indigenous nativity that you would be willing to share 
with Christ Church?  We are looking for crèches from around the world 
that feature native peoples as the Holy Family, shepherds and wiseman.  

We already have one from Peru and one from Rwanda but we want to 
circle the globe --exploring the universality of God’s love for his people.   
The crèches will be displayed on the parish hall window ledges during 

late Advent and Christmas.   Figures should be about 4 to 7 inches high.  
While we will do everything we can to keep your precious nativity safe, 

these will be very attractive to little hands so please don’t share any 
crèche that has high sentimental or dollar value.  

If you have a crèche to share contact 
Linda Mellgren at p3mp4@verizon.net. 

Christmas Around the World 
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Being a Good Neighbor | The 2017 Quilt Raffle 
The proceeds from the 2017 quilt raffle are designated for two 

“Good Neighbor” project, one on Capitol Hill and the other in 
Central America.  The Good Neighbor Coalition of Churches 
on Capitol Hill continues to support refugee families being 
settled in the Washington DC area. Additionally, the quilt 
supports a small effort in Central America to provide education 
and health services to children 
in rural areas of Guatemala 
and Honduras.  Ellen Finn, the 
driving force behind this effort 
wrote this short summary—

These are kids who live in extreme poverty, too poor to go to regular school 
and have to help their families on the farms or spend the day hauling wood.  
This is a two and a half hour daily program that teaches the basics... 3 rs... 
but also values, behavior, computer training (kids go nuts over this... most 
of them don’t even have electricity and have never seen a TV).   Our current 
goal is to buy 6 more laptops. We also teach art once a week, and provide a healthy daily snack. (Most 
kids don’t eat every day.) Each family receives a giant food basket at the end of each month. Since it is 
a pilot project we wanted to start with 12 kids, but other kids keep showing up at the school entrance 
begging to come to school, so we’ve expanded to 18.  Unfortunately, we have to turn others down at this 
point. Attendance has been 100 percent.  Thank you so much for making it possible to transform the 
lives of these children! We hope to be able to continue this program long term.  Imagine what one quilt 
can do, eh? 

We hope to raise $4000 this year so we can send $2000 to each of the Good Neighbor Projects. Suggested 
donation for the “We’re Glad Your Our Neighbor” quilt tickets are $1 a piece or a book of 6 for $5. For 
donations of $50 or more we fill out the tickets for you!  The raffle is held as part of the St Nicholas Dinner 
and Sale on December.  Tickets are available in the church office, on Sunday morning, and at other CC+WP 
events.                 Contacts: Linda Mellgren and Andrea Harles.

Save the date for  
Communion Recognition 

Feb. 3, 2018, 2-5pm 

For second graders and above and their 
parents 

*** 
Communion Recognition is a chance for 
children and their parents to learn more 

about the Holy Eucharist through hands-on 
activities and instruction. Our Communion 

Recognition program is an engaging and 
educational event that you won't want to 

miss!  We will provide details about the event 
and the opportunity to sign-up in January. 

*** 
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What a wonderful response in this year’s 
stewardship pledge campaign!  We put out the 
challenge of raising our pledging by $50,000 over 
the next two years so that we can afford a second 
half-time formation professional after our 
savings and diocesan grant for Serena’s position 
ends. To accomplish this goal together, we asked 
people to prayerfully consider. . .  

Pledging – if you are new here and consider this 
church your home, please commit to its care and 
support – we received 8 new pledges.  

Move from giving to pledging – we have about 
35 households who give regularly but do not 
pledge – pledging allows us to make decisions 
with long-term financial impact like personnel – 
we received 18 new pledges from people who had 

previously given regularly.  
Increasing your pledge – for those who can, to 

increase your monthly gift by $50 over the next 
two years – over 50% returning pledges increased 
their pledge.  

 As of the deadline for the newsletter, we have 
108 pledges for $344,041.   (Last year at this time 
we had 83 pledges for $302,238.) 

Thank you so much for your overwhelmingly 
positive response.  Our goal this year is to get to 
$375,000 and 125 pledges to keep on track to meet 
our goal in two years, so our stewardship chairs – 
Jason Miller and Anne Curry – are following up 
with those we have not yet heard from.   

Thank you for your commitment to Christ 
Church! 

2018 Stewardship  Campaign

SMALL TALK NOT ENOUGH FOR YOU?  
WANT TO BE MORE CONNECTED TO YOUR  CHURCH COMMUNITY? 

We had two successful small groups in the fall at Christ Church and now is your chance to be 
considered for our next round of groups. We will have a men’s group and a women’s group meeting in 
February and March. Groups meet for 1.5 hours each week for 8 weeks. We ask that you make at least 6 
of the 8 sessions. We believe that small groups allow us to be more deeply connected to God and to each 
other. Small groups offer the opportunity and time to reflect on where God has been in their lives and 
where God is today in their lives. This is not the kind of reflection we can do alone, but it’s the kind of 
reflection that is essential to growing as a Christian and growing as a church.  

“Participating in the women’s small group this fall has been such a blessing. As a new member 
 to the church, it was a wonderful way to meet other women in the church and we have grown so close!  
I would definitely recommend joining to anyone who wants to get involved and form new relationships 

with people at Christ Church.”            -Allison Wood

“One of the things that I have always loved about the Episcopal Church is that I am welcomed  
for the whole messy-ness of my actual life, not just what I believe, or what I contribute, or what I work on, 
but all of it. Participating in the Men’s Small Group this fall has been a great opportunity to get to know 
and celebrate the whole of other people’s lives as well. There’s nowhere else in this town I get to do that 

besides at Christ Church.”         -Michael Lawyer 

Our first logistics meeting will be for 20 minutes on Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018.  
Each group will pick its regular meeting time at that brief logistics meeting. 

Email Serena at formation@washingtonparish.org to sign upor ask questions.
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ADULT FORMATION

Th e Quarter In Numbers
Average Attendance: Sun. 9:00 – 62, 11:00 – 117; Monthly 5:00 – 17, Wed. 7:30am – 10  

Capital Campaign: Budgeted (thru Dec. 2018) - $978,385; Received - $820,497  
Off erings 2017: Received: $314,918; Budgeted: $325,000  
Expenses 2017: Actual: $470,204; Budgeted: $475,000 

Solar Panels Produced 11,599 KWH  
Laundry Love Loads Washed: 326 (Sept.-Nov.) 

God’s Abiding Love
An Ignatian Retreat in Daily Life

January 21, 2018 - January 27, 2018
Registration Deadline –Monday, January 7, 2018

The retreat is designed especially for individuals who are new to praying with Scripture in an Ignatian
way. During the retreat we ask you to spend 1/2 hour of refl ection with a scripture passage we suggest and 
a 1/2 hour private meeting with a trained spiritual director each day from Monday-Friday. The retreat will 
open with a gathering of all those making the retreat on Sunday, January 21st from 3-5 PM and close 
on Saturday, January 27th from 8:30-10:30 AM. Group meetings are held at Holy Trinity Church, 
3513 N St. N.W.; the weekday spiritual director meetings are held at Church of the Epiphany downtown. 

Prior registration is necessary. Registration forms can be found at www.trinity.org/spirituality 
For more information please contact Martina O’Shea at 202-903-2810 or moshea@trinity.org

� is week-long experience helped me to see God amidst my daily life and develop a more
intentional prayer practice. If you are looking for a way to deepen your spiritual life, without

having to leave home for a weekend or a week, this program is well worth your time.”
        � e Rev. Cara Spaccarelli

Advent Adult Forum 
December 3rd, 10th, and 

17th 
10am in the Meeting Room

Join us for an exploration 
of the  

Christmas Story in Word 
and Art

20s/30s Group 

Would you like to connect with other people 
your age who fi nd faith meaningful to their 

life? 
Join us for this 6-week winter group for 

people in their 20s/30s (roughly speaking) 
to explore faith.  We’ll be using the 

animate: faith series as a launching point for 
discussion.  Drop-in when you can to this 6 

week series.  
Wednesdays 7pm; January 3rd – February 

7th in the Church Library.  
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY BOOK CORNER 
Looking for a children’s Bible to own or 
give to a child?  

For younger elementary, try The Whirl Story 
Bible (a little more advanced) or Spark Story 
Bible (the most basic).* These are solid 
children’s bibles with engaging stories and 
appealing drawings. We currently use Spark 
Story Bible in our PK-2nd grade Sunday 
Schools. (Augsberg Fortress Press.) 

For older elementary, try the excellent Shine 
On: A Story Bible.* It has multicultural 
pictures and advanced renderings of Biblical 
stories. Each page includes facts about the 
Biblical era and activities. (Herald Press.) 

A lovely option, albeit with fewer Bible stories, 
is The Children of God Storybook by Desmond 
Tutu.* It has great art from all over the world 
and each story closes with a prayer. 

Not sure how to answer questions about 
The Episcopal Church?  

You (or your teen) might enjoy the somewhat 
cheeky presentation of Episcopal theology and 
tradition in The Ultimate Quest A Geek’s Guide 
to the Episcopal Church by Jordan Haynie 
Ware.** It explains all those things on the altar 
and translates Episco-speak into plain English!  

If you want more straight-forward descriptions 
of what we believe and what we do, try the 
readable and useful Episcopal Questions, 
Episcopal Answers by Ian Markham and C.K. 
Robertson.

Struggling to explain God to your child?  

Check out Where does God Live? by Rabbi 
Marc Gellman and Monsignor Thomas 
Hartman. This excellent book can be read by 
parents and older elementary/teens alike. It 
delves into whether God is real, where God 
lives, why there are so many religions, and other 
tough questions. 

Wondering if and how you should teach 
your child to pray? 

A Parents’ Guide to Prayer by Anita E. Keire 
might help you. It discusses prayer with 
engaging honesty and offers practical 
information for parents hoping to improve their 
own prayer life while developing their child’s. 

Wishing you had some spiritual guidance 
on raising your child?  

You might find that Raising Wise Children by 
Mark Matlock is a good resource for you.**  
The book explores the importance of wisdom 
from Biblical and real-world perspectives and 
offers ways for you and your child to learn to 
live wisely.

* On Sanctuary bookshelf (in Safe Room) 
** In Library
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