
singing (!). I continue to 

grow because of your  

guidance and take risks  

because of your compassion. 

Thank you for laughing with 

me!  Most importantly, thank 

you for journeying with me.  

Thank you for a joyful first 

year and I look forward to 

seeing what the next months 

bring to our shared ministry!  

     - The Rev. Serena Sides 

                  Assistant Rector 

 

 

When people ask me how things are 

going in my “new” job, I tell them it’s 

been a wonderful year.  I joined Christ 

Church on June 4, 2017 as a full-time 

priest after graduating in seminary in 

May 2017.  As many of you know, I 

worked here as a seminarian for close 

to 18 months in 2015-2016 so I knew a 

bit about the parish and had  

relationships to build on before I  

arrived last summer.  It’s my  

experiences at Christ Church this past 

year, though, that have made me  

certain that I made the right move in 

leaving the practice of law and  

becoming a priest. 

There are many reasons I have found 

the last year to be inspiring,  fulfilling, 

and fun.  With joy and  enthusiasm, 

you trusted me to lead the parish’s 

Children and Family Ministries.   

Together we’ve explored new   

programming like the Moses Skit  

Parade and our seasonal   

intergenerational fellowship on  

Sunday mornings.  We’ve grown our 

Sunday School, with more children 

and more volunteers, and our youth 

acolyte program.  We’ve increased  

attendance at Communion  

Recognition and our Christmas  

pageants. It’s so much fun to  

encounter your children in these  

different ways!  

You embraced my efforts in adult faith 

formation. Many of you  participated 

in our first small groups or joined in 

our Sunday morning discussions about 

the fundamentals of our faith. Some of 

you came alongside me in exploring 

Invite-Welcome-Connect ministry by 

attending a local conference in the fall 

and brainstorming next steps to bring 

to the Vestry.  You welcomed me in 

visiting you and praying with you  

pastorally. It’s been an honor for me 

to sit with you in those moments. It’s 

been a pleasure as well to visit casually 

with families in their homes on  

Sunday afternoons. Your openness 

and kindness toward me is a light in 

my day.  

You have encouraged me as I develop 

my liturgical voice in regular preach-

ing, weekly celebrating, and even  

Average Sunday Attendance: 9am-79, 11am-136 
(15% increase in attendance from this quarter 2017) 

 
Easter Attendance—618 (15% increase from 2017) 

New Members — 17 households with 31 adults and 15 kids 
Laundry Love Loads:  250 

Samaritan Ministry Collection: 3 boxes of toiletries and $493 
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Christopher Houlihan is widely acknowledged as one of the brightest stars in the new 

generation of organists, hailed as “gifted” (New York Times), “dazzling” (Wall Street 

Journal), and “a true revelation” (Los Angeles Times). Houlihan has performed at major 

venues across the country, including the Kennedy Center (Washington D.C.), the Kimmel 

Center (Philadelphia), and Disney Hall (Los Angeles). In 2017, he was appointed the 

John Rose College Organist-and-Directorship Distinguished Chair of Chapel Music at 

Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut. His most recent and critically-acclaimed CD  

recording, Houlihan Plays Bach, was released in 2017 on the Azica label. 

ChristopherHoulihan.com 

Christopher Houlihan is represented in North America exclusively by Phillip 

Truckenbrod Concert Artists, LLC. 

Christopher Houlihan  

in a Recital Dedicating Christ Church’s new  

Casavant Frè res Pipe Organ, Opus 3914 

Sunday, June 3, 2018,  5:00 pm 

free admission ~ reception follows 



After a two summer hiatus, our post-service education series 
is back.  This year’s topic: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will explore Anglican/Episcopal church history through 
the lens of the individuals who lived it: Queen Elizabeth I, 
Thomas Cranmer, Samuel Seabury, Bishop James Theodore 
Holly, the Philadelphia Eleven, and so many more.  Special 
emphasis will be given to aspects of church liturgy, theology, 
and ethos that express their continued influence. 
 
So grab a cup of coffee and come back to the sanctuary after 
the 9am or 11am service for an 8 minute lecture, two 
minutes of questions, and then depart for the summer 
sun.  Series begins June 10th. 

On January 27, 2018, the Hilbus Chapter of the Organ Historical Society visited Christ Church. Peter Crisafulli, 

Music Director at All Saints Church, Chevy Chase, wrote a review, most of which is printed here. 

A bright, sunny and unusually warm day (for January) greeted the several members of the Hilbus Chapter who  

travelled to Capitol Hill this past January 27 to visit two churches and examine the organs contained within. 

First up on our itinerary was Christ Church (Washington Parish), 620 G Street SE, Washington, DC 20003. Parish 

musician Richard Thibadeau, and parishioner David McCahan were on hand to greet us and tell us about the organ. 

Built by Casavant Frères Ltée in 2017, their Opus 3914, the organ is situated at the back of the nave and housed in a 

simple but attractive oak case that harmonizes with the church interior. It consists of two manuals & pedal  

controlling 17 ranks on electro-pneumatic unit chests. The detached console is moveable, compact, and “user 

friendly” with tilting tablet stop controls above the swell manual. 

This reviewer especially enjoys examining smaller instruments of seemingly modest means. It’s interesting and  

informative to see what builder and client consider essential. The best of these “multum-in-parvo” instruments are 

imaginatively designed, effective for their intended purpose, and may contain a surprise or two that one would not 

expect from a smaller organ. They give the impression of a larger instrument than is actually the case. 

It is the opinion of this reviewer that this new Casavant organ succeeds on all counts. It boasts a nice principal  

chorus, three different beautiful flute ranks, strings, mutations, a versatile chorus reed, and a distinctive color reed. 

With the exception of the Great Open Diapason, Chimney Flute and Octave, and the Pedal Subbass and Principal, 

everything is enclosed in a swell box. Judicious use of duplexing and extension has expanded the flexibility of the 

basic ranks. Most importantly, the voicing is carefully done so that no one sound stands apart, balances are good, 

and yet the individual voices have character and color. 

A Review of Our New Casavant Organ   

10 Minute Summer Series 
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The quilters were surprised when Cara asked if we would make a quilt for hanging in the parish 

hall. The quilt would celebrate the 34 years of fellowship and outreach ministry of the Christ 

Church + Capital Hill Community Quilters Extraordinaire. It wasn’t easy to say “yes”.  As a small 

group, it is only possible to make one quilt a year, and,  while Cara had faith that the outreach  

component of the group could still be achieved, the quilters weren’t sure.  But we said we would do 

it and designed a quilt, using the idea of walking a labyrinth as the theme, walking and finding  

surprises along the way.  The blocks have been pieced and we’ll be hand 

quilting  by the end of May. 

 

And then quite recently, the quilters were surprised again. A friend asked if 

we would be interested in quilt blocks she had made, as she was no longer 

interested in making a quilt with them.  Not just a few quilt blocks, but 170 

of them!  So there was the possibility of a 2018 quilt to raffle at St Nicks  

after all.  We’re not sure of the design yet. The Log Cabin block can create 

many interesting designs, as shown here.  But we have been surprised with joy, not once, but twice. 

We hope when you see the finished quilts, you too will be surprised by joy.  

The quilters meet weekly, at 7:30 on Monday nights in the Upper Rooms of the Parish Hall.  Experienced quilters 

and those just wanting to give it a try are welcome.  See Linda Mellgren or Andrea Harles for more information 

about the group.    

Surprised by Joy I and II                   

Thank You from Inez Lester                  

“Take good care to observe the commandment and instruction that Moses the servant of 

the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to keep his 

commandments, and to hold fast to him, and to  serve him with all your heart and with 

all your souls.  So Joshua blessed them and sent them away and they went to their 

tents.”  

While I am here at Brinton Woods Health and Rehabilitation Center at Dupont Circle here in our beloved Capitol 

City, my heart is filled with joy and gratitude, following a 5-night stint with great care at GW Hospital, and now, 

almost six weeks heres.  Soon, I hope to be home on the Hill, near our wonderful Christ Church.  Thank you for 

all of your prayers, many kindnesses from Jennifer and all of the staff—- - so beautifully coordinated.  Visits and 

loving helpfulness by Cara, Serena, Nancy, Chuck, Lynne, Gary, Marian and other community friends have meant 

so much.  Being able to come to the Folger with Carolyn accompanying me to celebrate Cara and her glorious 

“Spark” Award for Capitol Hill Community Foundation was fantastic! “How can I keep from singing?” when I am 

so blessed with Richard and our beloved choir family who hold my place and pray with me for ability to be back 

among them. Week-to-week I read the Sunday bulletins and the profound  Scriptures, and look forward to being 

in church again.  On Wednesday mornings, I am with our morning prayer community and breakfast family which 

has meant so much to Bob and me for many years.  “God is good—all of the time.”   
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Our Daily Bread Outreach Ministry                   
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Christ Church’s newest Outreach project, Our Daily Bread, is partnering 

with a program that feeds 40-60 of our neighbors in need every Monday 

to Friday at Capitol Hill United Methodist Church.  Our Daily Bread just  

celebrated it’s 9th Anniversary and served 10,000 meals with the help of 

approximately 800 volunteers in 2017. The program seeks to create a 

space for everyone to feel welcome, peaceful, respected and “at home.” 

Additionally, outreach workers from Capitol Hill Group Ministry  

participate and help guests make connections to important resources in 

the community. 

Donations from local business such as Firehook, Le Pain Quotidien, Well 

Dunn Catering & CSA’s are strongly supported by 6 Capitol Hill Churches 

who make casseroles and burritos. Christ Church plans to support this 

neighborhood effort by providing 1 casserole a week. I’ve been  

volunteering weekly at Our Daily Bread since last summer and have seen 

how critical the donations from the churches are. Since donations from  

businesses can vary day to day, week to week, the donations from the local 

churches provide a reliable food source in order to meet the  

consistently high demand. 

We were able to successfully  kick off this project April 14 & 15 with 

the help of former parishioner, Meredith Henne Baker, who 

brought the Youth Group from Redeemer Episcopal Midlothian, 

outside of Richmond, VA to Washington, D.C. for a service project. 

With the help of Gary Abrecht and Linda Mellgren, the group made 

4 casseroles from the wonderful recipes given to us by our  

Seminarian, Elisabeth Malphurs. After the 11:00am service, I 

walked the group to United Methodist in order to deliver the  

casseroles. Every Sunday, a church or community group prepares a 

lunch for the same group who attends Our Daily Bread. The Youth 

Group was able to understand where their casseroles were going 

and met with the program’s two volunteer coordinators who  

provided inspirational background on the program and explained 

how a number of Our Daily Bread guests have become members of 

the church and have participated in leadership positions. 

We’ve been able to continue the momentum of the kick off because 

of the wonderful response from parishioners who’ve signed up to 

make casseroles. The sign- up sheet is on the bulletin board in the 

hall, and the Red Beans with Rice and Baked Ziti recipes are in a magazine rack next to the bulletin board. 

Simply make the recipe on the Friday or Saturday before your designated Sunday, bring it to church with you 

and put in the refrigerator marked “Our Daily Bread.” Feel free to make your own favorite casserole, but 

please provide comparable quantity. 

Thanks again to those who have already signed up, and I encourage others to sign up as well, so that we can 

maintain our weekly commitment. Don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have – 

nbroers200@gmail.com, cell/text: 202-309-2593. 
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Questions are frequently asked “What is this used for?” It’s a Food Chest.  It’s 

home is in the Narthex, the entry foyer of the sanctuary.  The chest is used as part 

of an-ongoing Outreach activity. We contribute the food  to Progress for Christ, a 

church on the 500 Block of E Street.  The food is distributed to people in need of 

food regardless of their situation.  All Contributions Welcome.  

20s/30s(ish) Summer Gatherings 

Book Suggestion: A Faithful Farewell 

Food Chest: Addressing Food Insecurity 

20s/30s  Summer Gatherings 

Friday, June 22nd—Game Night  at Church 

Friday, July 20th—Outdoor Pizza Night 

August Date TBD—Service Night—Casserole-

Making for Our Daily Bread Breakfast Ministry 

It is hard to know what someone we care about who is entering the final 

stage of their life may be experiencing.  It is hard to be dying and  

experiencing the range of emotions that come up even in a single day.  This 

book is written by a hospice chaplain who reflects on the emotions/

thoughts of the dying process from the perspective of the one who is dying.  

It is a helpful resource for those who are dying, for those who are  

anticipating dying, or for those who imagine that someone they love may 

one day die.  It is available on Amazon and for those who want to look at it 

first in the Christ Church library (please don’t remove from library). 

Join Christ Church young adults at 3 gatherings this 

summer.  Christ Church is an intergenerational church 

but we also like to help people at a similar stage of life 

connect. Our group has marrieds and singles at  various 

points in their career.   Come to one or all 3 depending 

on your schedule.   

Fall Camping Trip, October 6th-8th 

We had a great time at last year’s camping trip and we have one on the schedule for this fall—Columbus Day 

weekend at Massanetta Springs in the Shenandoah Valley.  Housing options include lodge, rustic cabins, and 

tent camping.  The biggest thing to know is we will need  reservations with non-refundable payment by Au-

gust 15th.  Watch weekly announcements  for more information later in the summer.   For six meals and two 

nights, plan . . . 

                        Single in Lodge—$230  Family of 4 in Tent—$300 

  Couple in Lodge—$300  Family of 4 in 1/2 Cabin—$420 

  Couple in Tent—$200   Family of 4 to 6 in Lodge—starts at $560 



June  

Parent’s Night Out (RSVP ) 2 

Laundry Love/Bag Lunches 3 

Organ Concert 3 

Liturgists’ Meeting 6 

Children’s Worship and Play 5pm 10 

Vestry Meeting 10 

VBS 17-21 

20s/30s +/- Game Night 22 

1st Grill and Chill 27 

July  

Sandwich Making  1 

Laundry Love 1 

July 4th Grill Out 4 

Children’s Worship 8 

Grill and Chill (Wed. nights) 11-25 

Vestry 15 
CHGM Family Night at Grill and Chill 18 

20s/30s +/- Backyard Pizza Night 20 

August  

Sandwich Making 5 

Laundry Love 5 

Mission Trip in Kentucky 5-11 

Children’s Worship 12 
Crab Feast 18 

Vestry Meeting 26 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

June 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

July 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2018 

July 4th 6-8pm 

Grill Out 

Bring a side dish  

to share 



In early March, over 45 members of the congregation gathered to explore the questions of Invite Welcome 

Plan, brainstorm ideas that our parish could do to implement this initiative, and made a 9 month action 

plan.  Undoubtedly you have seen some of the things done, perhaps without even realizing it.  Below is about 

half the ideas identified and their status—a good sampling of what’s been done and what is being planned—

and the number of people involved!  In late fall we will gather again to evaluate what we’ve done and make 

plans for the implementation of additional ideas.  We’d love to have more people at the table! 

Outcomes from Invite Welcome Connect 

Invite Welcome Connect is our 

strategic initiative for 2018-2019, 

shaping growth in our  collective 

action as a parish. 

Area Idea Status 

Invite Integrating social media and website Progressing  

Invite Presence at Community Events Day of the Dog Festival 

at Congressional  

Cemetery  

Invite Talking Points for Inviting /Presence at 

community events 

By  summer 

Invite Sponsorships at School Auctions Space rentals donated to 

Brent and Maury  

auction  

Invite Christ Church Swag Tshirts (50 sold,  re-

order needed) 

Welcome Small Changes to Coffee Hour Add tea, welcome sign 

higher, name tag  

making station  

Welcome Feasibility of front yard wheelchair access Progressing  

Welcome Improve Pew Inserts, add kids card Progressing  

Welcome Create Cry Room w/ sound from service Progressing  

Connect Develop  system to engage newcomers By next fall  

Connect List of Ministries Brochure Progressing  

Connect Newsletter Interviews of Parishioners Implemented  

Connect Classes on connection skills Spring and Fall plans  

Connect Major Offsite Shenanigans (retreats, 

camping, etc.) 

By late fall/early winter  

Connect Podcast App Research stage  

March for Our Lives group sporting the 

new Christ Church t-shirts. 

Idea-generating at Invite Welcome 

Connect gathering 
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Who is that person in the pew? 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS, CHRIS AND WHITNEY DAFFNER  

AND THEIR DAUGHTER, CHARLOTTE 

Whitney grew up in Columbus, Ohio and went to college at  

University of Richmond in Richmond, Virginia.  Chris was born 

in Naperville, Illinois, near Chicago.  His family moved to  

Atlanta when he was in middle school.  He also graduated from 

the University of Richmond.  He was a year ahead of Whitney.  

They met while serving internships in Washington, DC.  and 

continued dating when they returned to school.  After gradua-

tion, Chris took a job with a consulting firm in Washington.  

When Whitney graduated she went to work on Capitol Hill 

working for her congressman from Ohio.  They have been living 

in the Washington area for about ten years. They moved to  

Capitol Hill about four years ago.  

Once they moved to Capitol Hill they tried out a number of 

churches here.  Chris comes from a Catholic background and 

Whitney grew up Presbyterian.  They liked Christ Church the 

best and they really liked Cara.  They also found that there were young people and families and lots of kids. 

Chris and Whitney love Washington and Capitol Hill.  They enjoy eating out at some of the nice restaurants 

here on the Hill.  They like to cook, too.  With Charlotte’s birth that may changing a little.  She just turned 

four months old. As Charlotte grows they are looking forward to doing many things with her.  They are  

baseball fans, so they have already taken Charlotte to a BRAVES game.  They want her to be a big Atlanta 

Braves fan.  We may have our work cut out turning her into a NATS fan. 

When you see Chris and Whitney be sure to say “Hello.”  

    This article is based on an interview with Mike Grace on April 26, 2018  

The Strengths of Christ Church 

As part of her internship, our seminarian Elisabeth Malphurs studies our parish and reflects on its  

identity.  In her end-of-year paper, she was asked to name three strengths of Christ Church to its members 

and neighborhood.  The following is an excerpt from her response.  

“The Christ Church t-shirt bears the slogan, “Your neighborhood church since 1794.” This tag line  

represents the gift of presence and constancy that the church has provided in Capitol Hill amid the many 

changes the neighborhood has been through. Not just Capitol Hill but the Washington area more generally 

can be a transient community, even more so than your average big city because of the government and  

politics factor. The church’s consistent presence, combined with worship and programming that responds 

and changes with the neighborhood, is a real gift. In addition, the church is a place where people from  

different political affiliations, different parts of the country, and various backgrounds can come together. I 

see one of the church’s strengths as cultivating a broad welcome that tries to guard against identifying the 

church with any one particular group. Finally, I think the church models exceptionally well the priesthood 

of all believers, empowering laity to take on roles that are not typical in most churches, such as preaching 

and worship planning. The church takes the ministry of its people seriously.”  

Our seminarian, Elisabeth Malphurs, is on summer break now but will return in September. 
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We are running a closed Facebook group this summer for all interested Christ Church 

parishioners to discuss and share insights on themes and ideas from My Monastery is a 

Minivan by Denise Roy and Of Mess and Moxie by  

Jen Hatmaker. These books are written by parents with busy 

lives and are meditations on finding God in the ordinary places 

in your life – your home, your car, your dinner table –  

and on accepting your life as holy and sacred even with all its 

messiness!  Serena will curate quotations and questions for the 

group so you don’t have to read the books yourselves.  We hope 

that you will comment with your stories, experiences, and  

insights. Join and see what happens!  The group will run for 6 

weeks from June 4-July 20 with no commitment to comment, 

but we hope the Spirit will move to you to participate and move you to see life  

differently when our 6 weeks are up.  

 

Contact Serena at formation@washingtonparish.org to be invited into the Facebook 

group at any time during the session.  

Facebook for Faith 

Hero Central Vacation 

Bible School 

June 17th-21st 

6-7:30pm 

Current PK3-3rd 

Graders 

Sunday School 

concludes May 20th 

and begins again 

September 9th. 

Children’s Chapel will 

continue during 9am 

and 11am services. 
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Caring for our property falls to the diligent and 
capable hands of our junior warden, Todd  
Litchfield, and the property committee.  Here 
are the property issues of the last quarter that 
have been addressed.   
 
Rectory Fence on Courtyard side - The 
structural problems and the rotting boards 
were at the end of a series of temporary fixes 
over the years.  Much to the chagrin of the  
rector’s dog who enjoyed his neighborhood out-
ings, a new fence was installed in March for 
$3700. 

Roof over kitchen & nursery - It was not clear how wa-
ter was coming in, so the solar company  
removed the solar panels, and we paid for potential causes 
of the leaks to be addressed.  We are still  
getting some water damage, so our roofers continue to 
chase leaks to find the problem’s source. Amount: $2500 
 
Fans in Parish Hall - When the parish hall was  
renovated, ceiling fans were not installed.  Hot air in  
particular accumulated on the balcony and made the loft 
sweltering necessitating the AC running up there whenever 
in use.   With the installation of these large fans, the hot air 
is now dispersed throughout the room. The same will  
happen in the summer with the cool air leading to both 
better temperature control and energy savings.   
Amount: $4500 

Property Improvements 

The following is notable from our 1st Quarter financial life 

(January—March). 

Income:  

• Offerings are $22,000 ahead due to those who paid 

2018 pledges in 2017 for tax reasons.   

• Over $10,000 in gifts in memory of Carolyn Cheney  

for the organ fund.  A portion of these funds will be 

used to add a Zimbelstern to our new organ. 

• Expenses: Some things are higher and some are  

lower.  We currently anticipate everything balancing 

out by the end of the year.   

Capital Campaign 2015-2018: 

We received $15,215 in this quarter for the capital 

campaign.  We still have  $70,377  left to go! We do 

anticipate a shortfall of  $15,000 due to financial 

circumstances changing for some pledgers.  If you  

weren’t here  to make a pledge three years ago, and 

are now enjoying our new organ and renovated par-

ish hall, consider making a donation by putting 

“Capital Campaign” in the memo line. 

The Parish Hall and organ  

before renovation and  

replacement.  

1st Quarter Financial Update 



Christ Church 

620 G. St. SE 

Washington, D.C. 20003 

Phone 202-547-9300 
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Christ Church  
on Capitol Hill  


