
make for your spiritual life.  

What small, concrete things 

can you do or turn your   

attention to, week after week, 

that may help you grow  

closer to God and to the  

people God has placed in 

your life?    

     - The Rev. Cara Spaccarelli 

                                          Rector 

The title is shameless bait, yes, but it 

got your attention.  Over the years I 

have set many goals.  To run a half-

marathon.  To play the violin.  To eat 

healthy.  I have had a range of success 

in them, yet I did not ever set goals in 

my spiritual life.  Sure, maybe pray 

more, but saying, “I’d like to have  

quiet prayer time three times a week” 

felt like turning my spiritual life into a 

personal achievement area, like I was 

trying to win at being holy.     

A new weekly planner entered my life 

in December, and this one has a 

weekly reflection area where you 

prayerfully look at areas of your life in 

the past week and write down  

intentions for resetting yourself in 

these areas in the next week.  

“Intention” is just a different word for 

goal, but it sounds more spiritual, 

doesn’t it?   

I decided to try it, and I started set-

ting weekly intentions (goals) in my 

spiritual life.  Set aside prayer time 

for Saturdays (a day I usually skip). 

Pay attention to God showing up in 

your time with the kids.  Keep a writ-

ten list of people to pray for.  Little 

things that were both internal and  

external showed up from week to 

week.   Week after week as I met these 

intentions, or didn’t, I was  

appreciative of the focus.  Growing 

your spiritual life can feel amorphous 

at best – praying for other people 

three times a week is concrete, and the 

time spent doing it, grows you.   

As we enter Lent, a time when the 

faithful often commit to specific  

spiritual practices, I encourage you to 

think about what  intentions you can 

remain within the church 

community. It offers great 

assessments and practical 

advice for ideas and  

implementation to church 

leaders.  

(Article continues on p. 14) 

At the annual meeting we announced 

our strategic focus for the next two 

years.  Invite Welcome Connect is not 

a program or a strategic plan, but it is 

a framework for thinking about our 

church’s life and a strategy for  

implementing small changes that  

together spiritually grow the life of 

the congregation.   Invite Welcome  

Connect is a ministry sponsored by the 

Episcopal Church that is designed to 

equip and  empower lay and clergy to  

invite people into our churches, engage 

in the ministry of hospitality when  

people come to our churches, and create  

opportunities for people to thrive and 
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Samaritan Ministries Comes to Christ Church   
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Each night in DC, more than 11,000 of our neighbors 

have no place to call home; today, more than 30,000 

are unemployed. Samaritan Ministry has been helping 

our homeless and jobless neighbors in the  

metropolitan area for more that 30 years.  Samaritan 

provides direct support through the Next Step  

program by providing help in finding transitional 

housing, assistance in resume writing, developing job 

readiness through the Strive program, to name a few.  

Last year Samaritan helped over 1,000 program par-

ticipant complete steps toward self-sufficiency.  

Samaritan gets a large portion of its financial support 

through over 30 partner parishes in Virginia,  

Maryland, and the District of Columbia.   

 

Christ Church became a partner parish last year.  

You will have two opportunities to learn more 

about Samaritan Ministry next month.  On Sunday 

March 4th, The Reverend David Wolf, executive 

director of Samaritan, will preach at our 9:00 am 

and 11:00 am services; he will also lead Adult Fo-

rum  

between services.  On Thursday March 15th, Sa-

maritan Ministries will hold its annual Next Step 

Breakfast.  At this event you’ll have an opportunity 

to hear a volunteer and program participant talk 

about the impact Samaritan has had on them.  The 

Rev. Serena Sides will be hosting a table, so email 

her at formation@washingtonparish.org if you 

would like to go.  There is no cost to the breakfast, 

though it is a fundraising event.   

                   - Ed Warren 

Lenten Collection of Toiletries  

for Samaritan Ministries 

Please bring soap, shampoo, deodorant, 

and other toiletries  

to collection box at church.   

Hotel size and larger are welcome. 

The Capitol Hill 

Good Neighbors 

Collaborative 

serving refugee 

families has 

furnished 13 

homes in 2017. 



Lunches for the Hungry and Homeless  

The Bishop Walker School for 

Boys, a Diocesan supported effort 

to provide quality education to 

children in one of Washington 

DC’s resource constrained neigh-

borhoods, has moved to a brand 

new campus as part of THEARC, 

just 11 minutes from our church.  

In late 2017, Christ Church held a 

book drive for BWS to collect new 

books for the boys and their fami-

lies over the Christmas holidays. 

We provided over 190 books for 

the 81 students and their families.  

We have sent the school a check 

for $700, the proceeds of the book 

sale and other donations.  We are 

now in the process of arranging to 

deliver the used children’s books 

we collected.  As part of the used 

book delivery we are planning on a 

tour of the new campus and to 

have a discussion about ways that 

Christ Church might be able to 

assist the school in 2018.  If you 

are interested in coming on the 

tour and/or being part of discus-

sions on how Christ Church can 

strengthen its connection to BWS, 

please contact Linda Mellgren by 

phone (202-907-5798) or email 

(p3mp4@verizon.net).  

Update on the Bishop Walker School 
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On the first Sunday of the month, Christ Church 

makes and distributes 100 lunches to people who 

use the CCNV shelter at  2nd and E ST NW. CCNV 

is the largest homeless shelter in DC and many 

people who stay there do not have access to food 

on the weekends.  This bag lunch effort is accom-

plished by many parishioners.   

 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board that 

lists opportunities for both purchasing the  

supplies and coordinating the lunch making.  If 

you sign up to purchase the supplies you will get 

the grocery list via e-mail the week before.  

Supplies cost about $160 for the 100 lunches and 

you can be reimbursed for part of the cost ($100) 

or better yet find a homeless lunch supplies bud-

dy and share the cost.  

Coordinating the lunch making involves setting 

up the assembly line for packing the bags and 

making the sandwiches.  We are currently  

experimenting with using the downstairs meeting 

room for the set up, as the parish hall is pretty full 

during coffee hour.  Our long time coordinators--the 

Denton and Porter-Aman families-- are available to 

help and advise.  You will be reminded via e-mail  

when it is your month to coordinate. John Jameson 

is our point person for lunch delivery . Please see 

him if you would like to assist  or provide back-up 

when he is out-of-town. 

This is also a great opportunity to involve children in 

a service project and to talk with them about giving 

back to the community.  As Presiding Bishop  

Michael Curry said –the mission of the church is to 

help the human family, with all its variety and all 

its diversity and all its differences, to find a way to 

become not simply a disparate community but a 

human family of God. 

   - Linda Mellgren 

In 2017 through 

our monthly  

Laundry Love, we  

provided 953 

clean loads of 

laundry. 



Devotionals with  

Scripture passages to 

inspire reflection on 

each day of Lent are 

available at the 

church.  It is also 

available in App form;  

search for Sacred 

Space in your app 

Museum of the Bible Visit                    

   Sacred Space  

Lent Devotionals  

Now in its 6th year, the Friday night Lenten Film Series features a 

light supper followed by a movie and discussion.  These events, 

including the supper, are free.  Mark your calendars for Friday, 

February 16, 23 and March 2, 9 and 23 (no movie the night before 

our St. Patrick’s Day event and no movie on Good Friday).  The 

series begins at 6:30 pm for the light supper, the movie begins at 

7pm, and we typically finish around 9pm. 

This year we are choosing movies based on the book Finding God 

in the Dark.  The book follows themes of the mercy of God, the 

path of spiritual intimacy, passionate love and transforming love.  

Each movie is paired with a story from the Bible, and you may (or 

may not) find a relationship between the film and the text. 

February 16th - Paradise Now, a compelling story of the explosive 

friendship between two Palestinian men.   

February 23 - The Informant!,  a fact-based comedy with 

Matt Damon about an imperfect whistle-blower whose mixed 

motives frustrate the FBI.   

 

Stay tuned for a list of movies for March.  At present, films 

such as Juno, Up in the Air, I’ve Loved You So Long, and 

(yes) Toy Story 3 are under consideration. 

                                                       - Paul Laymon and Joe Smith 

In January a small group visited 

the newly opened Museum of the  

Bible. While we only made it to a 

fraction of the exhibits, we were 

impressed with the scope and 

presentation. We spent most of 

our time on a floor featuring the 

history of the Bible, where we 

learned about Biblical archeology, 

saw fragments purportedly from 

the Dead Sea Scrolls (questions 

exist about their authenticity), and 

glimpsed numerous Bibles. We 

also appreciated the museum’s use 

of video, photography, and other  

creative means of transporting us 

to places we wouldn’t otherwise 

get to visit. That said, there are 

some interpretive decisions made 

at the museum that Christians 

from diverse backgrounds may 

disagree with, but on the whole, 

the museum provides a good  

overview and starting point for 

conversation. Our group was  

impressed to the point that each of 

us is already planning a return trip 

to see parts of the museum we 

missed.  

           - Elisabeth Malphurs 

Lenten Film Series 
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Adult Forum: Christian Mystics                   

Holy Humor Sunday                    

Preaching Series Feedback                    

Elisabeth Malphurs, our seminarian, will be 

leading an adult forum series on Christian  

mystics. Starting with the desert fathers and 

mothers and moving to present day, we’ll con-

sider definitions of mysticism and how the ex-

ample of the mystics might inform our own 

spiritual practice.  Having met on 2/4 and 2/11, 

we explored Antony and Hildegarde of Bingen 

along with the practices of fasting and the daily 

office.   

The tentative schedule for upcoming Sundays:  
 

• February 25th - Teresa of Avila and John of the 
 Cross/practice of contemplative prayer, 

• March 11th—Thomas Merton and the practice  
              of contemplation and action 

• March 18th - Expressions of mysticism today 

In the past year we have had three preaching series — Genesis (summer), Moses (fall), and Christian cli-

chés (January).   While we try to follow the assigned lessons of the day, we often change them if it will  

support deepening the connection between the sermon and Scripture.  As we begin planning next year’s 

preaching in the early summer. I’m curious if you have feedback.  Do you like having a multi-week sermon 

series?  Does it deepen your understanding of Scripture or the theme?  Does it affect your church  

attendance at all (either positively or negatively?  Do you prefer a book of the Bible or a theme-driven  

series?  Are there particular series or topic areas that you would like to see us do here?  Feel free to send 

me an email or drop a note in my mailbox on the office door.   

     - The Rev. Cara Spaccarelli (rector@washingotnparish.org) 

“Holy people are joyful people. 

Why? Because holiness brings 

us closer to God, the source of 

all joy.” 

- James Martin, SJ 

from Between Heaven and 

The Sunday after Easter is often casually  

referred to as Low Sunday because of the low 

attendance that tends to happen.  It’s particu-

larly notable after the full pews of Easter morn-

ing.  This year you will not want to miss the 

Sunday after Easter.  Taking up a practice that 

some other churches have, we will be having 

Holy Humor Sunday on April 8th.  After the 

somber mood of Lent, we will celebrate the 

Easter season with joy and good humor and a 

sermon that will reflect the best holy humor the 

rector can find.    
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Thanksgiving Family Night 



In the Garden of Gethsemane,  

Jesus took three  disciples aside 

and asked them to stay awake 

with him as he prayed.  Jesus was 

scared and grieving and didn’t 

want to be alone.   

It is a tradition at some churches, 

in honor of this vigil with Jesus to 

hold a vigil from the end of  

Maundy Thursday service until 

the beginning of Good Friday.  

This year will be Christ Church’s 

first in recent memory, and we 

Tenebrae Service   
Holy Week at Christ Church will 

include a service that dates back to 

the 12th century.  The Tenebrae 

service incorporates candlelight, 

scripture, and chanted psalms to 

recreate the powerful and moving 

experience of the Passion story.  

The gradual diminishing of light 

during the service signifies the 

darkness that was closing in on 

Jesus as he made his way to the 

cross.   

 

Tenebrae will be Monday evening 

of Holy Week, and you are invited 

to come to help set the tone for 

your Holy Week experience. 

Night Vigil—Maundy Thursday 
to Good Friday 

“Remain here and stay 

awake with me.” 

- Matthew 26:38 
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Tenebrae comes from the 

Latin meaning “shadows” 

or “darkness.” 

“While it was still very 

dark, Jesus got up and 

went out to a deserted 

place, and there he 

prayed.” 

 -Mark 1:35 

have adapted it a bit.  Congregants 

will be invited to sign up for an 

hour to prayerfully be in the  

sanctuary between the hours of 

9pm-midnight on Thursday and 

6am to noon on Friday.  You can 

pray, read Scripture, reflect on  

meditational material provided.  

Those first disciples fell asleep, so 

you can’t mess this up.   

The invitation is to experience  

holy week in a deeper way by let-

ting your story and Jesus’ story 

cross paths in this hour.   



Palm Sunday – March 25th 
9:00 am and 11:00 am| Holy Eucharist 

10:40| Palm Procession from Eastern Market (Port City Java) 

Children are especially welcome! 

Tenebrae Service at 7:30pm Monday 
a Holy Week service of shadows and musical meditation    

 
Eucharist at 7:30pm on Tuesday & Wednesday 

 
Maundy Thursday Service at 7:30pm 

Children’s Maundy Thursday Service at 5:30pm  
6:30 pm Simple Dinner with Liturgists and Choir  

(all are welcome) 
Night Vigil—Thursday Night to Friday Noon 

 
Good Friday Service at Noon and 7:30pm 

Easter Sunday – April 1st   
6:30 am| Sunrise Service at Congressional Cemetery 

9:00 am| Holy Eucharist followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Festive Coffee Hour  

11:00 am| Holy Eucharist followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Festive Coffee Hour 

Children should bring their own Easter baskets for the hunt! 
 

 

 



March  

Lenten Film Series Begin 2 

Vestry Retreat 2-3 

Invite Welcome Connect Gathering 3 

Parents’ Night Out (RSVP needed) 3 

Laundry Love 4 

Contemplative Services Begin 6 

Liturgist Meeting 7 

Children’s Worship and Play 11 

Finance Committee 14 

St. Patrick’s Dinner & Auction 17 

Palm Sunday 25 

Holy Week (see Schedule on p.7) 26-31 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

March 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

May 2018 

April  

Easter Sunday 1 

Sandwich Making 1 

Parents Night Out (RSVP needed) 7 

Holy Humor Sunday 8 
Laundry Love 8 
Children’s Worship and Play 8 
Finance Committee 11 
New Member Welcome 22 
Vestry 29 
Blessings of Marriages at Sunday Services 29 

May  

Liturgist Meeting  2 

Friday Night Book Group 4 

Parents Night Out (RSVP needed) 5 

Laundry Love 6 
Sandwich Making 6 

Children’s Worship and Play 13 

Pentecost Luncheon on the Lawn 20 

End of Sunday School Celebration 20 



Capitol Hill Community Foundation 

The Capitol Hill Community Foundation selected Cara 

as the 2018 recipient of the Steve Cymrot Spark Award, 

one of their Community Achievement Awards.  Since 

1984, these awards have been given to outstanding  

individuals whose leadership and vision have shaped  

significant elements of the community’s life.  The 

award celebrates Cara’s work in revitalizing and  

growing Christ Church and recognizes the value of 

strong and healthy neighborhood churches to the fabric 

of our community.  Cara joins a distinguished group of 

past award recipients from Christ Church: Gary 

Abrecht, Chuck Burger, Don Denton, Nancy Metzger, 

Woody Price, and Tommy Wells.  

The Capitol Hill Community Foundation draws on the 

generosity and idealism of the  neighborhood to help 

build a stronger and more caring community.  Since its 

founding in 1989, it has directed more than $6.6  

St Patrick’s Day Dinner, Auction & 
Lotto—Saturday, March 17 

Join parish families, friends, and neighbors for our annual St. Patrick’s 

Day event.  We’ll have traditional Irish food, catered by Corned Beef 

King.  Our brew crew will be serving up tasty beverages and you’ll have 

the chance to buy 50/50 lottery tickets and bid on  auction items.  

The nursery will be open for children ages three and under. Pizza, fun, 

and fellowship activities for children PK-4th in the Upper Rooms. All 

proceeds over expenses will go to support parish outreach projects.    

Stay tuned for more information, including fun auction items.  

Please join us  and enjoy this Christ Church tradition!   

million to a broad range of community projects.  

Grants are given yearly to schools, non-profits, and 

other neighborhood groups that support children’s ed-

ucation, social services, arts, culture and recreation for 

children and adults, and enhancement of the physical 

environment.   

 

 

 

On April 26th, the annual awards benefit dinner held at 

the Folger Shakespeare Library will recognize Cara and 

the other award recipients.  If you are interested in at-

tending, please keep an eye on the foundation’s web-

site for ticket purchasing information—https://

www.capitolhillcommunityfoundation.com/ 

Capitol Hill Community 

Foundation Dinner 

April 26th 
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Save the 
Date 

March 17 





Communion Recognition 
“Take, Eat: This is my Body” 

On Saturday, February 3, a group of 11 second, third, and fourth graders met 

with the Rev. Serena Sides for our bi-annual Communion Recognition  

program. Thirteen adults—mostly the children’s parents—joined the group. In 

our three hours together, the children learned about key Bible stories that form 

the basis of our Holy Communion and participated in an instructed Eucharist 

in the nave.  We baked bread together, as our offering to God, and this bread 

was used as our communion bread at the 11 am service on February 4.  The 

children painted their own paten (plate) and chalice (cup) and these creations 

were on display for the congregation during the following Sunday morning. We 

had fun playing “Pin the Chalice on the Altar” during a break and toured the 

sacristy to see the “piscina” (sometimes called the “sacrarium”), where conse-

crated wine and juice go to straight to the earth under the church (in other 

words, back to God’s creation, and not into the sewer).  On the following day, 

Sunday, February 4, the children received a special blessing at the 11 am service 

and stood with Rev. Serena at the altar during the 

Great Thanksgiving.  It was a blessed two days for 

our children, their families, and our congregation! 

Advent  Wreath-Making Making 

Advent Paper 

Watch for more  

information on  

special Palm Sunday programming and Maundy 

Thursday service for Children.  
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Property Improvements  
In January, the exterior of the church  

received some much-needed attention when 

DC Homes replaced several rotted  

windowsills.  All window sills were scraped of 

peeling paint and sealed/painted.  All of the 

red doors (front & sides) were repainted as 

well.  In addition, rot/termite damage was 

repaired on 2 door jambs.  The total cost of 

this work was $5600. 

   - Todd Litchfield 

Financial Stewardship 
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Using a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a great way for parishioners over 70 & 1/2 with an 

IRA and a need to withdraw funds to meet a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) to contribute to Christ 

Church's operating fund or Capital Campaign fund. The money you contribute to Christ Church using a QCD 

is not included in your adjusted gross income on your tax return.  That may be especially useful in 2018 and 

forward if you plan to use the Standard Deduction instead of itemizing deductions.  It may also be useful if 

you are near a threshold tied to Adjusted Gross Income (AGI).  If you have questions, you should contact 

your financial advisor, accountant, or tax preparer. 

           - Sid Neely 

Spring Baptism Dates 

With all the babies and young children around, we 

have lots of requests for baptism.  We do our best to 

only do baptisms once a month.  We have the  

following dates already selected. 

March 11th at 9am 

April 15th at 11am 

May 20th (Pentecost) 

June 3rd at 11am 

If you are looking for a July or August date, please 

email Serena at formation@washingtonparish.org. 

Cultural Tour 
The sister of congregant Mary Miller Flowers 

leads cultural tours to Southern African and has 

space on her trip this summer.  This is not a 

"mission trip" but instead a chance to learn from 

the peoples of South Africa and Lesotho. They 

stay in villages and visit townships and explore 

the history of apartheid in Soweto and on Rob-

ben's Island. The next trip leaves is August 8th –

24th.  Children 7 and older welcome.  Contact 

Heather Miller  heather@good.org or check out 

the website: Africanculturaltours.com .  

mailto:heather@good.org


The Vestry is very similar to the 
board of a non-profit.  Church ves-
tries always have oversight over 
the finances and the property, but 
there is much more to church life.  

Many congregants have served as 
Vestry members over the years, 
but expectations change based on 
the current needs of the church so 
it’s good to have some clarity as a 
congregation.   

Vestry Responsibilities 

• Participate in the life of the 
congregation   

• Bring a discerning spirit to 
Vestry Meetings 

• Participate in executive  
committee or Invite Welcome 
Connect  

 

The Vestry of Christ Church  

What do Vestry members do?  

There are annual reports available 

in the parish hallway literature 

rack.  Here are some of the high-

lights from the past year.   

• Overview of status of goals in 

2013-2017 strategic plan (see 

annual report) 

• 21 Sunday School Teachers 

serving the 55 children partici-

pating in Sunday School 

• 16 different fellowship events 

• 7 Regular or Seasonal Adult 

formation opportunities 

• 12 different outreach projects 

(regular or one-time) 

• Growth in # of pledges from 

107 to 218 

• $85,59s Left to be paid on the 

Capital Campaign with one 

year left.  

• Average Sunday Attendance: 

184 (up from 164 in 2016 and 

175 in 2015) 

 

Class of 2019: Olivia Brickey, Amber Gove, Joe Smith, Mary Miller Flowers 

Class of 2020: Anne Fletcher, Todd Litchfield, Beth Mullin, Erik Winchester 

Class of 2021: Chase Adams, Stephen Bellum, Anne Curry, Ed Warren 

Sr. Warden: Anne Curry 

Jr. Warden: Todd Litchfield 

Treasurer: Jason Miller 

Clerk: Beth Mullin 

Highlights from the Annual Report  
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• Vestry Host—talk to visitors at 
Welcome Table, put out cookies 
and coffee if no one signs up to 
host coffee hour, assist hosts 
with coffee hour clean-up 

• Be willing to listen to the hopes 
and concerns of parishioners  

• Strive to live a life reflective of 
the Christian faith 

Nelson & Lisa 

won this year’s 

Quilt Raffle 



New Newsletter Format 
Yes, the newsletter does look different.  In January we 

got a new office computer and some of our old software 

is no longer supported.  Rather than purchase new soft-

ware, we are experimenting with Microsoft Publisher to 

make our newsletters and worship bulletins.    

Special Thanks to parishioner, Gaye Whyte, who was 

our layout guru for the last five years.  She always  

responded quickly to changes and met deadline 

every time.   She was absolutely the reason we 

were able to get the newsletter out on time.   

If you have feedback, or better yet, experience in 

Microsoft Publisher you can lend the staff as we 

transition, please do reach out.   

Invite Welcome Connect  (cont. from p.1) 
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Invite  If we find meaning and connection in a place, it only makes sense to share 

that with others, and yet more often than not, we don’t.  When we invite others 

into our churches, we are sharing God’s gifts, which we have received, with others.  

How can our church equip us to invite people to church?  Are our current forms of 

communication and advertising effective in inviting people to church?   

Welcome When we welcome others, we are welcoming Jesus. Jesus paid 

attention to those people he encountered on a daily basis. He modeled for us a 

new way of seeing the other - the way of love and compassion. It is fun to see and 

re-connect with friends at church, but how do we see, welcome, and invite in 

those who are on the margins of the community?  Are we a friendly community or 

a community of friends?    

Connect  When we connect with others, we give meaning to membership and 

discovering the gifts of the people.  Our newcomers can answer “yes” to the 

questions, “Do I fit in? Am I safe here? Will I grow here? Does this church need 

me?”  By strengthening this area, our long-time members, who can also 

sometimes feel disconnected even when they’ve been here for years, can also 

answer “yes” to these same questions.        

 

You are invited . . .   

March 3rd, 12-3pm at Christ Church 

Lunch, Overview, Brainstorming in Subgroups, Form Implementation Plan 

 

By coming, you are not signing up for a permanent committee.  Subgroups may meet again de-

pending on the plan they develop, but next steps will be participants following through on im-

plementing ideas.  Please RSVP to Rev. Serena at formation@washingtonparish.org for lunch 

count and/or childcare. 



For a long-time as part of the Sun-
day announcements, the Vestry 
host has invited visitors to come 
find him or her at coffee hour to 
connect.  The Invite Welcome 
Connect workshop that the team 
attended suggested a table where 
visitors could come and meet a 
congregant.  This way, they don’t 
have to find the Vestry host in a 
crowd of people.  It’s been in place 

for about six weeks, and  
feedback has been positive from 
the Vestry as they have been able 
to connect better with visitors 
and members who have  
questions.  Thanks to all who 
have stepped up to keep the  
coffee urns filled—a previous 
task of the Vestry host that they 
are no longer able to do while at 
the Welcome Table.  

Welcome: The Welcome Table 

In addition to our normal adver-

tising for Christmas Eve in the Hill 

Rag and neighborhood listserves, 

Taylor and Serena made this flyer 

in different sizes, and they were 

distributed in neighborhood busi-

nesses and coffee shops that were 

willing to have them.   

 

Perhaps you saw them at the 7-11 

or Bourbon Coffee.   

 

Our attendance increased by 

20% at all three Christmas 

Eve services.   

There haven’t been any changes in 
our Connect approach in the last 
few months, but we have much to 
celebrate in this year.  Connect in 
this context refers to ways we  
integrate newcomers and ways we 
encourage reflection among our 
members.  Some of the ways this 

has happened this year: 4 
Small Groups, Spirituality 
for aging group, women’s 
and men’s spirituality, 
adult forums, film series, 
Friday night book group, 
and 20s/30s.  

Invite: Christmas Eve Services  
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In October, several congregants attended a Invite Welcome Connect workshop in Virginia, and they have 

met a few times, added a few people to their group, and some of the changes you may have noticed in the 

last few months are a result of their work.  The current group includes: Taylor Duffy, Russ Mawn, Sherry 

Saunders, Vicky Smith, Ed Warren, Marcia Warren, and the Rev. Serena Sides.   

Connect: Formation Offerings 

More than 1/3rd of 

our adult members 

has participated in 

one of these offerings 

in the past year. 

Ideas Already Implemented . . .  



When?  
August 5th-11th, 2018 
 
Where?  
Irvine, KY ((at edge of Daniel 
Boone National Forest) 

What?  
Home & Building Repair 

How much?  
Estimated to be $350 total.  
Financial assistance is available 
from the church. 

Sleeping arrangements? 
Men’s & Women’s bunkhouses 
w/AC 

Why? Because Jesus called us 
to serve.  If you want to work 
with your hands, be far away 
from cell phone towers, get to 
know a rural community, and/
or want to work alongside your 
fellow parishioners and get to 
know them better over the 
course of a week, this may be a 
way God is calling you to serve.  

RSVP?  Email Cara  at 
rector@washingtonparish.org 
by April 15th.  Earlier response 
preferred. 

Summer Service Trip to Eastern Kentucky  

 

Christ Church 

620 G. St. SE 

Washington, D.C. 20003 

Phone 202-547-9300 

Follow us on Facebook: 
Christ Church  
on Capitol Hill  


