
Well, it’s happened again! About a week ago I got fed up; fed up with what I 
was listening to on the car radio. Most of you know that I’m something of a 
political junkie, and this facet of my personality comes across when choosing 
what to tune into on the radio while driving. Frankly, given how distracted 
(and worked-up) I get from these talk-shows, it’s a miracle I haven’t driven 
off the road years ago.   

Well, as I said, about a week ago I got fed up with all that. I turned the dial. 
Instantly, strains of Christmas carols were pumping through all ten speakers 
in my car. Being in a bad mood already, I was not pleased by this occurrence 
of yuletide messaging. All the usual objections flashed through my brain: 
“What? Christmas already? Thanksgiving hasn’t even had a chance to  
happen yet! Wow! Madison Ave. just can’t wait, can it? Why does THIS have 
to happen every year to a favorite music station?” 

Strangely, though, I didn’t turn 
away. The music, and its message of hope and cheer, was 
conquering my grumpiness. I was actually starting to feel 
good inside my head. My inner Grinch vanished, and all that 
was left for several minutes was a three-sizes-larger heart 
full of warmth and  
contentment.  

Then it hit me: how you and I arrive at Christmas this year 
will depend entirely on how we respond to its message.  
Consider, for a moment, how the Shepherds responded to 
the message of that first Christmas. They didn’t have to re-
spond as they did.  

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another,”    (Luke 2:8ff) 

Shepherd #1. The Purely Emotional Response: 

“Oh, wasn’t it wonderful! What a sight! The singing was beautiful! The lights were 

 super! Oh, I’ll remember this as long as I live!” 

Shepherd #2. The Rationalist Response:  

“It was just a unique astronomical phenomenon; the conjunction of spheroids in the  
ionosphere accompanied by an amazing display of sonic waves.” 

Shepherd #3. The Psychological Response: 

“This can all be explained by the high state of nervous tension created by living in a time of 
political insecurity, personal disappointment, unfulfilled ambitions, and unfounded hopes of 
a ‘white knight’ deliverer.” 
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The Shepherds’ Response (cont’d.) 

 

Shepherd #4. The Pragmatic Response: 

“So we saw some bright stars and heard some singing. We still have sheep to take care of. The 
night’s only half over and so is our shift. If there’s a baby in Bethlehem he’ll still be there in the 
morning.” 

Shepherd #5. The Indifferent Response: 

“(Yawn). What’s all the fuss about? How do you expect me to sleep with all this racket going on!”  

Shepherd #6. The Faith Response: 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 

Question #1: Which shepherd’s response comes the closest to our response? 

Question #2: Which shepherd found the Savior in Bethlehem?   

The Lord bless you as you prepare for the Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season ahead of us. May your  
worship be filled with celebration, your home glow with the light and warmth of love and friendship, and 
your heart and spirit be lifted into joyous song and revelry at the Good News of everything that our Lord's 
birth means for us all.  

The Christ Church Book Group reads a broad range of 
books with spiritual and/or religious themes, including 
history, current events, fiction, biographies, nonfiction 
and biblical topics.  The group meets on the first Friday 
of the month (except during Lent) at 6:30pm for a light 
dinner, followed by discussion of the monthly book.  All 
are welcome.  

January 3, 2020: Into the Magic Shop: A  

Neurosurgeon's Quest to Discover the Mysteries of the 

Brain and the Secrets of the Heart by James R. Doty 

February 7: a selection from the work of Toni  

Morrison (title to be determined) 

March 7 and April 3: joint meeting with the Lenten 

Film Group 

May 1: We Fed an Island by Jose Andres  

First Friday Book Group 

Select Sundays at 10:00 am  

Join The Rev. Rob Banse for Adult Forum on 

the following Sundays from 10:00 to 10:45 am 

in the Meeting Room (glass conference room 

in the Parish Hall).  All are welcome to one or 

all of these conversations, or somewhere in 

between!  All that is required is an inquiring 

mind and heart.  The Rev. Rob Banse is the 

recently retired Rector of Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Upperville, VA and has joined 

Christ Church as a parishioner.  He is  

volunteering his time and expertise in leading 

the Adult Forum.  

• January 12 and 26 - “The Word Made 

Flesh” - what the four Gospels reveal to us 

about the meaning of “incarnation,” both 

Jesus and ours 

• February/March dates and topics TBA 

(check the bulletin announcements and 

weekly emails for updated topics and 

dates.)  



 

 

 

11:00am “Come as you are” Family Morning Service   
Well-known carols, informal pick-up pageant, children’s message and a 

petting zoo on the front lawn before and after the service, weather  

permitting (30 min. service)  

4:30pm— “Come as you are” Family Service 

Well-known carols, informal pick-up pageant, children’s message and 

communion (60 min. service) 

6:30 pm—Formal Family Service 

Well-known carols, Christmas pageant, homily, and communion. 

(60 min. service) 

10pm—Choral Prelude 

The Christ Church Parish Choir provides a beautiful prelude  

to our service. 

10:30pm—Festival Eucharist followed by  

a Festive Reception 

Well-known carols, candlelit sanctuary, sermon, and communion.  

After the service, we celebrate with food and drink in the Parish Hall after the service.  Please bring a dish 

to share and ready to serve.   
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Christmas Eve Services 

Bishop Mariann to Visit Christ Church 

We are pleased to welcome The Reverend Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde to 

Christ Church on Sunday, February 2, 2020 to worship and celebrate at the 

9:00 am and 11:00 am services.   

Save the date!  
FEBRUARY 9, 9:50am 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
February 9 at 9:50am. We will elect new Vestry  
members, report on financial status of the parish, and look 

forward as we prepare to welcome a new rector.  The list of official church  
members will be posted on the bulletin board in January.  Please review the list to 
be sure you are on the roster if you want to be considered a member.  If you wish to 
be added, please contact Rev. Rick Miles (rector@washingtonparish.org).   
Opening prayer and roll call will begin promptly at 9:50am; meeting 
content will begin at 10am.  
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Buenos Vecinos helps desperately poor children and families in Guatemala 
and Honduras by providing school supplies, milk and rice, and shoes to 
some of the poorest families in the Americas.  Christ Church has supported 
these efforts through quilt raffle proceeds for a number of years.   Ellen 
Finn, who leads the work , has written a moving memoir, Emotional  
Witness, about the struggles of the people to survive and the challenges 
that aid workers face.  Although not explicitly discussed, the book also  
provides insights on the current immigration crisis.  Several copies are 
available for borrowing from the church library.    

Zen in the Afternoon                  Linda Mellgren 

New Book about Buenos Vecinos 

The 2019 CC+WP Raffle Quilt 

Congratulations to Jackie and Charlie Bolden, winners of the 2019 
CC+WP quilt.  The 2019 raffle quilt is a queen size, 90x90 inches, with 
multi-colored pieces of vintage Japanese silk placed on an off-white  
background.  One of the properties of silk is its ability to hold deep, rich 
dyes so the silk squares glisten like stained glass in the sunlight. Viewed 
as a whole, there is no overall pattern; however, when viewed up-close, 
every piece of silk creates an opportunity for contemplation of color,  
texture and design. The binding and back of the quilt are off-white with 
gold wave-like swirls. The inspiration for the quilt came from a former 
parishioner and quilt winner, John McLees, who sent the quilters several 
packages of silk scraps from Japan.  

Proceeds from the Quilt Raffle, held at the St Nicholas Day Dinner and 
Christmas Sale on December 7,  are designated for our two “good  
neighbor “ projects: Buenos Vecinos, which provides help with building 
schools, providing nutrition, and obtaining basic essentials for children 
and families in Central America, and Capitol Hill Good Neighbors, a  
collaboration of Capitol Hill churches that is supporting refugee  
resettlement efforts in the DC area.  Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets and made  
donations.  We are pleased to report that we raised $5,000, slightly more than what we raised in 2018.   
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We All Had Fun, Didn’t We! 

Oktoberfest raised $4,370 for Samaritan Ministries of Greater Washington. With smoked brisket, baked 

beans, coleslaw, salad and brownies a la mode, no one walked away hungry.  And the live music by the 

Capitol Hillbillies was terrific.  Thank you to parishioner Charles Rubio for underwriting that cost.  One 

way you can continue to help Samaritan Ministries would be by becoming a parish representative to 

SMGW.  If interested or if you just want to learn more about SMGW, see Ed Warren or Vicky Smith or go 

to the SMGW website: https://www.samaritanministry.org/ 

 

Update from Samaritan Ministries 

January 19, 10am – Everyone Home DC    

On Sunday, February 23, Christ Church is pleased to welcome Karen  

Cunningham, Executive Director of Everyone Home DC (formerly Capitol Hill 

Group Ministry), to speak about their rebranding efforts and the valuable work 

they do in our community to address issues of homelessness and pursue long 

term solutions to this issue.  This Forum is part of our 225th Anniversary Event 

held on January 19th.  Please join us for what will be an engaging and  

informative session.  

A big thank you to the Christ Church Saturday Morning 
Men's Group for doing good in the community. In  
September the men organized and completed painting 
the fence at Shirley's Place, Everyone Home DC's day 
center. Shirley's Place provides services for those  
neighbors who are living in shelters or on the street and 
need a shower, laundry, light meal or a place to get off 
the street during the day. Thank you gentlemen! 

Save the Date—Adult Forum Guest Speaker 



225th Anniversary of Christ Church: 1794-2019   
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Your Neighborhood Church Since 1794 

Christ Church+Washington Parish celebrated its first 225th Anniversary Event on Christ the King Sunday, 
November 24th with a guest preacher, Rear Admiral Margaret Grun Kibben (USN Retired), a festive service 
and coffee hour, tree blessing, T-shirt distribution, slide show and 4pm all-Sousa concert featuring a brass 
ensemble from "the President's Own" United States Marine Band.  But wait, the celebration doesn’t end 
there. We have 6 more months to go.  Washington Parish was founded in December of 1794 but Christ 
Church wasn’t established until May 1795. 

More events are planned for 2020, including: a guest preacher (The Rev. Carole Crumley) and a 1960s-style 
Hootenanny with a chili potluck dinner on January 19; an organ concert on February 23rd, featuring Dr.  
Jinsun Cho, Music Director at the Church of the Epiphany (downtown DC); and in May, the dedication of a 
grave marker for the Theophilus Howard family and concert at Historic Congressional Cemetery. (See page 
8 in this issue for a story of Theophilus Howard family)  

Photo Highlights from the Kick Off Event—November 24  

Photo credits: 

Jennifer Baker 

Howard; Linda 

Mellgren; and 

Ed Warren 
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Christ Church and Congressional Cemetery are familiar, but who is Theophilus Howard? 

Theophilus Howard was the sexton of Christ Church from about 1858 to 1865, possibly longer. 

Theophilus Howard was married to Diana Ball by the Rev. Henry H. Bean, 

rector of Christ Church, on May 14, 1846.  The handwritten  

record of their marriage in our parish archives notes that the couple 

was “colored.”  Other documents indicate Diana received her  

freedom papers one month before they were married.  

Theophilus Howard owned a parcel of land on Capitol Hill, in what was 

called the Navy Yard area, on B St. (now Independence Avenue).  The 

land was sold to him by Martha McKnight, the daughter of William 

Prout, who gave the land to build Christ Church. 

Theophilus Howard bought 5 burial sites in Congressional Cemetery in 

1868 when his 19-year-old daughter Alice died.   

Theophilus Howard made his will after his wife, his daughter, and his son 

Theophilus Howard, Jr. had died.  He left his estate to his four  

grandchildren, “with the proviso that if any become drunkards or gam-

blers or pursue an immoral life the proceeds of the estate shall be 

shared only by those who do not violate the moral law.”  

Theophilus Howard, his wife Mary, and 9 other family members 

are buried in unmarked graves at Historic Congressional 

Cemetery (HCC). 

These tidbits of history came to light as HCC staff planned an African American walking tour at the cemetery 

and were augmented by a DC-based genealogist and by Christ Church members’ research.  HCC noted in its 

Summer 2019 publication that many African American graves in this cemetery and elsewhere are unmarked.  

Even when families had the resources to pay for a burial plot, they often could not afford a gravestone.   

As far as can be determined, the last descendants of Theophilus Howard were his grandchildren; no family 

members are alive to tell the story of Theophilus and Diana Howard and their children.  As we celebrate the 

225th anniversary of Christ Church in the diverse Capitol Hill community, we can be that family for the Howards 

by remembering their life and death and providing for a Howard family gravestone in Congressional Cemetery. 

The gravestone will be financed through a $1,500 grant we received from the Capitol Hill Community  

Foundation, funds allocated by the Vestry and the Outreach Committee, and contributions solicited from Christ 

Church parishioners and others in the community.  Fundraising for the gravestone will begin in January.   

However, if you wish to make a donation in the 2019 tax year, send it to the church office with the notation 

“Howard Family Memorial” (postmark deadline is Dec. 31).  

Stay tuned for more about plans to remember the Howard family. The dedication of the gravestone is being 

planned for May of 2020 at Historic Congressional Cemetery. 

(With thanks to Kymberly Mattern and Catherine Ball for their research on the Theophilus Howard Family) 

Celebrating our Shared History:  

Christ Church, Congressional Cemetery, and Theophilus Howard 

Site of the Howard Family Plot in  

Historic Congressional Cemetery 
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Upcoming Events & Updates 

Communion Recognition, Saturday, February 1 

Children in 2nd grade and above and their parents will learn more about 
the Holy Eucharist through hands-on activities and instruction at the 
Communion Recognition program on Saturday, February 1, 2pm—5pm.  
You won’t want to miss this engaging and educational event.  The children 
will be recognized at the services on Sunday, February 2, and this year is 
extra special—they will be part of the service with Bishop Mariann Budde 
who will be celebrating with Christ Church on that day.  To sign up your 
child and one or more parent, please email Rev. Mary Miller Flowers at  

formation@washingtonparish.org  (Photos from the Communion Recognition event held in 2018.)  

New Member Welcome—Are you new to Christ Church? Or perhaps you 
have been attending for awhile and this has become your church home.  If you are 
ready to commit to Christ Church as your faith community or want to learn more 
about Christ Church and/or the Episcopal Church, please contact Rev. Rick at  
rector@washingtonparish.org.  In February (date to be confirmed), there will be an 
opportunity for new members to explore, learn and deepen their connection to this 
parish community.  Please check the announcements and weekly email updates for 
dates and times.  

Christ Church has been entrusted to us: the people who use this space to worship, be 
formed as God’s people, socialize, raise our families, and do God’s work in the 
world.  As Christ Church celebrates 225 years as a neighborhood church in Capitol 
Hill, we continue to kneel in the pews, cook in the kitchen, and picnic on the front 
lawn of our predecessors’ good stewardship.  Some of us will just be in DC for a few 
years . . . some of us for decades . . . Christ Church relies on all of us to care for it. 

As we begin a new decade, making a commitment of our financial resources is also a 

way for each person to make giving a priority in their life.  Making giving a priority 

helps to shape a generous heart.  A generous heart helps one to live more  

faithfully.  That is the major reason the church exists – to help us live more faithfully 

as God’s people in this world. 

As of mid-December, we have received 110 pledges totaling $386,762, but we are still 

short of our goal.  If you have not yet made your pledge, please consider making an 

online pledge now before the end of 2019.  It’s not too late! 

Visit our website: washingtonparish.org/ministries/stewardship 

Stewardship Update 



Remembering Gerry Connolly  
(September 30, 1939—July 11, 2019) 
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In July of this year, Gerry Connolly died.  A member of Christ Church for over fifty years, he contributed in 
many ways, including participation on the vestry, several stints as Senior Warden, leader in solidifying the 
organization of Congressional Cemetery, liturgist, active member of men’s group and the weekly theology 
book group, a very convincing St. Nicholas each December, and many other roles in our parish life: all  
important, all contributing to our life as a community in Christ.  

When I joined here in 2008, I was immediately drawn to the theology book group.  Gerry might have liked 
it, or maybe not; it was never important to Gerry that people agreed.  A case in point was the theology book 
group itself, a raucous group of debaters, free to disagree, meeting Monday nights.  Eventually the group 
read a book I had recommended, a 16th century devotional classic.  Well, to my utter surprise, Gerry  
disagreed with it!  He kindly told me that even though it had been written by a fellow Jesuit, how he thought 
it had led people astray.  I learned a lot as this surprise unfolded.  Most importantly, I learned that  
Christianity is not simply about being set free but requires the continued exercise of freedom.  Questioning 
our most sacred and agreed-upon ideas is part of who we are.  

I do not think I could have learned this idea without Gerry making it come alive – incarnating a truth I 
needed to understand.  For Gerry, the incarnation was a (or maybe the?) centerpiece of faith.  In his  
incarnational theology, Gerry saw God’s own self continuously expressed in the created order.  “That’s  
Teilhard de Chardin!” he would sometimes say, eyes shining as he thought about the fellow Jesuit’s views.  

As a Jesuit, and a passionate lifelong seeker of truth, Gerry also brought a large dose of scientific realism.  
His last email to me, about a month before he died, quoted a Daniel Berrigan poem (Domestic Weather  
Report, in And the Risen Bread), which talked about miracles.  Gerry, always in touch with the community’s 
conversation, had thought about the miracle-themed-movies featured during the film group’s Lenten series.  
The Berrigan poem starts like this: No great miracles for us/Not even small ones,/Nothing of the sort.  And 
ends with this: Thus (eventual!) the human, difficult, step by step, hard won glory.  

I have many stories about how Gerry was my friend over the years, how he brought his whole self, feelings 
and ideas, to the conversation.  To close, I offer the last lines from Berrigan’s Zen Poem.  Berrigan is writing 
about longing for supernatural powers.  And in his closing, I can hear Gerry encouraging us all:  

 

You dry stick ---- 

In the crude soil of this world 

Spring, root, leaf, flower! 

 

trace 

around and around 

and around--- 

an inch, a mile, the world’s green extent,--- 

a liberated zone 

of paradise! 

 

Barbara Laymon 
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Property Updates         

Long time parishioner Bob Conly passed away on September 

26, 2018.  Part of his generous bequest to Christ Church in-

cluded funding to renovate the church kitchen.  Bob was a  

devoted member of the Men’s Saturday Spirituality Group 

which meets in the kitchen.  It is a touching tribute that part 

of his generous gift included funding to renovate the kitchen 

including: new cabinets over and under the microwave and 

coffee maker; food-grade quartz countertops; installation of 

high traffic resistant flooring through the kitchen and back 

hallway; and painting the kitchen, back 

hallway, Formation office, and file room.  

The kitchen and work areas are now bright, fresh and inviting.   

Additional Property Committee projects this fall included a church grounds 
clean up day on Saturday, November 2.  A group of volunteers raked, pruned 
and tidied up the front lawn and back courtyard, and put the grounds to sleep 
for winter.  A spring clean up day will be announced before Easter.  Thank you to 
the many volunteers who turned out to lend a hand.  

The Search Committee has continued to meet regularly with 
almost daily communication taking place.  As previously  
reported the committee hired a search coach who has met 
with the committee for two weekend sessions in September 
and November and has been in regular contact with the  
co-chairs. 
 
The committee reviewed all parishioner responses from the 
focus groups and the online survey and the data was utilized 
to develop answers to the 12 narrative questions which the 
diocese used to create the vacancy announcement.  With the 
vestry’s assistance, the committee assembled the financial 
information which the diocese used to inform applicants 
about salary, pension, health care, and housing.  
 
The position was posted nationally and the Search Commit-

tee began receiving application packets on October 18.  The deadline for applying was December 3.  
The committee will review the application packets throughout December and select some of the  
applicants for video interviews.  Those video interviews will begin in January 2020.  After the  
video interviews are completed, the committee will select some of the video interviewed applicants for 
personal interviews at their home parishes.  Two committee members will visit each applicant selected 
for a personal visit.  If you have any questions or would like to provide information to the committee, 
please contact Jean Denton or Paul Laymon at rectorsearch@gmail.com.  

Search Committee Update  

Search Committee headed to the Nationals Parade 

after weekend meetings with the search coach.  



Young Adult Event information:  On Friday 

evening, January 24th, 2020, the Young Adults of 

the Episcopal Diocese of Washington have a special 
evening planned with Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry! He will address the group from 7-8pm,  

followed by a social hour from 8-9pm. Please RSVP 

at edowyoungadults.org and share the news!  

(Need not be an Episcopalian to attend.) 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to Visit  
Washington, DC    
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The weekend of January 24-26 the Episcopal Diocese of Washington will be welcome The Most Reverend 

Michael B. Curry, Presiding of the Episcopal Church, to several events.  Mark your calendars and get 

your free tickets or reservations at edow.org/morejesus.  

D2D (Dusk 2 Dawn): Youth Overnight 
featuring Presiding Bishop Curry  

 
 

D2D is a youth overnight event of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington for middle and high school 
age young people.  The Youth Ministry of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Washington has a special 
evening planned with Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry! Youth and adult chaperones will sleep at 
the Bishop Walker School for Boys facilities. Cost 
is $25 and includes t-shirt, meals & snacks,  
lodging & event with Bishop Curry and EDOW 
staff.  Please bring a non-perishable food item to 
donate to the Capital Area Food Bank.  To  
register, visit edow.org/morejesus 



Christ Church + Washington Parish  

620 G. St. SE 

Washington, D.C. 20003 

Phone: 202-547-9300 

washingtonparish.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook: 
Christ Church  

on Capitol Hill & 
Instagram: christchurchdc 

225th Anniversary Upcoming Events 
Celebrating Christ Church + Washington Parish  

Your Neighborhood Church Since 1794 

January 19, 2020 

9am & 11am  
Guest Preacher 

The Rev. Carole Crumley 
10am  

Adult Forum: Everyone Home DC 

4pm  
1960’s Hootenanny 

Lead by Rev. Rick & D’aun Miles 
Followed by Chili Potluck Supper 
(bring your instruments to play) 

February 23, 2020 

9am & 11am 
1794 Church Service  

4pm 
Organ Recital & Reception 

Dr. Jinsun Cho  
Director of Music, Epiphany DC  

Welcome!  We are glad you are here.   
Christ Church is a welcoming, diverse, and joyous Episcopal community of 

faith committed to nurturing its members and neighbors through worship 

and service.   

 
Regular Sunday Morning Schedule 

Worship at 9am and 11am 
Children’s Chapel (PK-2nd Grade) at both services 
Education classes for Adults and Children at 10am 

Nursery open from 8:45am-12:15pm 

 
May 2020 

Date and Time To Be Confirmed  
Historic Congressional Cemetery 

Dedication of Theophilus Howard Family  
Grave Marker  

Gospel Music Choir & Reception 


