1st-2nd grade Sunday School – Palm Sunday
April 5, 2020
Object of the lesson: Help children to understand the Palm Sunday story; help children to understand that
Jesus was not like an earthly king, but rather came as a king of peace.
Activity: If you want to make palm branches, it would be good to do it first, so your child can use it/them
when reading the story and doing a parade. See attached template for an easy palm leaf.
Questions before the story: What does a king look like? What is his job? What do you imagine a parade
would look like for a king that everyone loved? If you want, ask your child to draw you a picture of an
earthly king.
Read the Bible Story: Palm Sunday from the Spark Story Bible (attached)
Ask some questions and talk about the story: Where was Jesus going? Why was there a big parade? Why
was he riding on a donkey (instead of a horse like a king?), why were people spreading their coats on the
ground? What was the road made of anyway?
Discussion ideas: Jesus made quite an entrance! People were trying to figure out who he was. Remember,
there was no television back then. People had heard about him, but they had never seen him before.
Notice – they didn’t say that he was the Son of God. They called him a prophet. It was difficult for some of
the people of Jesus’ time to realize who Jesus was. Even his disciples would be confused and abandon Jesus
later that same week. It’s also clear that Jesus wasn’t rich like a normal king. He didn’t have a big fancy
horse or a big fancy army to go with him in this parade. Jesus wasn’t a normal king; he was a king of peace?
What do you think a king of peace might look like?
Activity: Hold a Parade for Jesus - When Jesus came into Jerusalem on a donkey it was like he was leading a
parade. Pretend you are there watching Jesus come in and like you are in a parade. Pretend to be in a
parade – kids can use anything they have to wave like flags, palm leaves if you picked one up or made one,
sports gear like pennants, dress up clothes, whatever. Say things like, “Oh wow! There’s Jesus! Do you see
Him?” Please send video or photos of your parade to formation@washingtonparish.org
Activity: On one side of a piece of paper, draw what you think an earthly king looks like. Don’t forget the
fancy crown, fancy clothes, maybe a throne, an army, lots of feasting, whatever comes to mind. On the
other side of the paper (or another piece) draw what you think a king of peace might look like – think about
how Jesus might have looked (Bonus: do you remember what kind of crown Jesus worn in the end?).
Activity: What can we do to spread peace right now? Brainstorm some ways you can spread peace even
during this unusual time. Who most needs to feel God’s peace right now? If you didn’t make a card for one
of our older parish members who is living alone, it would be great to make an Easter card. Ask Mary for
some names/addresses as needed.
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus, the king of peace. Give us courage to follow him by
spreading God’s peace to one another. Amen.

