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Welcome to Christ Church.  We are glad to have you here with us today. 
Let this bulletin be your guide through our service; it includes everything you need.  
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The Liturgy of the Palms     BCP 270 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  
 Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter 

with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us 
life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing Over the Branches 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

Celebrant It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the 
holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who 
spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for 
us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail 
him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and 
reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Procession 

Celebrant Let us go forth in Peace. 
People In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Hymn     All glory, laud, and honor             Hymnal 154 
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Collect of the Day  
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the 
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and 
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Gospel Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 
to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon              The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles 

Prayers of the People * 
Celebrant Let us offer prayers for the church and the world. 
Leader  We come to God with varying degrees of faith, trust and knowledge. Let us give 

thanks that God’s love for us is revealed in scripture, word and worship, and 
respond to each petition saying “Hold us in your mercy.” 

 
Leader We pray for the world, of which we are a small part, that we may be living examples 

of your Gospel with all whom we meet and in all that we do.  
God of illumination, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for our nation, for our leaders and for all in positions of authority, that they 

may make wise and just decisions.  
God of justice, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for your Church that all who follow you may recognize your will for them 

and for their work in your church.  
God of discernment, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for the war-torn parts of the world and for those who live and work there 

that they may find your peace.  
God of harmony, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for the earth and for those affected by the ravages of climate change that we 

may understand our lives are intertwined and that glorifying you means living in 
harmony with the earth and all that is in it.  
God of creation, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for all whose lives are disrupted by illness, depression, addiction, or grief, 

that they may be relieved of their suffering. We pray for those who are stricken or 
otherwise affected by the COVID-19 virus and the those who help them: first 
responders and healthcare workers. We also pray for those we name now silently or 
aloud.... 
God of healing, 
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People Hold us in your mercy. 
Leader  We pray for all who have died, remembering the gifts we received from their lives, 

that they may find rest in your presence, especially those we name now silently or 
aloud... 
God of eternal life, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader We pray for this congregation, that we may show forth your glory in all that we do; 

that as we search for a new rector you will give us patience and wisdom; and that 
you will make us a community of love to support each other and to welcome that 
person we choose as our new rector through your help.   
God of grace, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for this community, especially as we prepare for the Day of Resurrection, 

that we may truly confess our sins and seek your forgiveness in this Lenten season.  
God of redemption, 

People Hold us in your mercy. 
 
Celebrant As we devote these forty days to God, may we know the illumination and 

discernment of God, the justice and redemption of God, the harmony and healing of 
God, and the eternal life of God, today and always. Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution       BCP 360 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace                                                                                                               BCP 360 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Offertory 
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord, 
People And of thine own have we given thee. 

Great Thanksgiving                     Eucharistic Prayer D                           BCP 372 
 

 
 
Celebrant It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 

living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 
your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify 
your Name as we sing, 
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Sanctus              Hymnal S-114 

 
 
Celebrant We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 

wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into 
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to 
the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we 
might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through 
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  

 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived 
as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; 
to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself 
up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole 
creation new. 
 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for 
us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his 
work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
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disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death 
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your 
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have 
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

 
All We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

 
Celebrant Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon 

us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your 
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.  
 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor 
with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.   

 
 Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Lord’s Prayer                               BCP 364 
All               Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.    

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 
 

The Invitation to a Spiritual Holy Communion 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray anytime to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
elements of bread and wine. 

The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you at the Altar, come 
at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite 
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God.  
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Post-Communion Prayer                                                                          BCP 365 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
  you have graciously accepted us as living members 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
  Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Reading of the Passion  

The Passion according to St. Matthew is read at the conclusion of the service. For most of the reading, the 
congregation sits and listens until we come to the part of the story where the crowd calls for Jesus’ 
crucifixion. The congregation participates with the bolded lines for the crowd. When Jesus arrives at 
Golgotha, the place of his death, the congregation stands. 

The congregation listens to the reading of the Passion until… 
Matthew: Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, 
Reader: You also were with Jesus the Galilean. 
Matthew: But he denied it before all of them, saying, 
Reader: I do not know what you are talking about. 
Matthew: When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the 

bystanders, 
Reader: This man was with Jesus of Nazareth. 
Matthew: Again he denied it with an oath, 
Reader: I do not know the man. 
Matthew: After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
Crowd: Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you. 
Matthew: Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, 
Reader: I do not know the man! 
Matthew: At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the 

cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.  
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together 
against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate the governor.  
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. He said, 

Reader: I have sinned by betraying innocent blood. 
Matthew: But they said, 
Reader: What is that to us? See to it yourself. 
Matthew: Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged 

himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, 
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Reader: It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money. 
Matthew: After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury 

foreigners. For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the 
people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
commanded me.’ 

Matthew: Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, 
Reader: Are you the King of the Jews? 
Matthew: Jesus said, 
Jesus: You say so. 
Matthew: But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said 

to him, 
Reader: Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you? 
Matthew: But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 
Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 

Reader: Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah? 

Matthew: For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was 
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, 

Reader: Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of 
a dream about him. 

Matthew: Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have 
Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, 

Reader: Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 
Matthew: And they said, 
Crowd: Barabbas. 
Matthew: Pilate said to them, 
Reader: Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah? 
Matthew: All of them said, 
Crowd: Let him be crucified! 
Matthew: Then he asked, 
Reader: Why, what evil has he done? 
Matthew: But they shouted all the more, 
Crowd: Let him be crucified! 
Matthew: So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 

some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
Reader: I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves. 
Matthew: Then the people as a whole answered, 
Crowd: His blood be on us and on our children! 
Matthew: So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 

crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 
they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in 
his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 
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Reader: Hail, King of the Jews! 
Matthew: They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they 

stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify 
him. As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled 
this man to carry his cross.  
 
            (Congregation Stands) 
 
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered 
him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when 
they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they 
sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, 
which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ Then two bandits were crucified with him, 
one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their 
heads and saying, 

Crowd: You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you 
are the Son of God, come down from the cross. 

Matthew: In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, 
saying, 

Crowd: He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ 

Matthew: The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.  
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, 

Jesus: Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? 
Matthew: that is, 
Jesus: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Matthew: When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
Crowd: This man is calling for Elijah. 
Matthew: At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave 

it to him to drink. But the others said, 
Crowd: Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him. 
Matthew: Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of 

the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 
appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch 
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 

Reader: Truly this man was God’s Son! 
  

The reading of the Passion continues until Jesus is placed in the tomb. 
After the reading, a brief silence is kept.  

The tower bell is struck three times signifying a Trinitarian blessing. 
Please depart from the church quietly. 
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*Prayers of the People by the Rev. Serena Sides and Lynne Mallonee Schlimm. 

Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-701272 
Cover artwork © Laura R. Norton, www.LettersAloft.com 

 
 

PRAISE GOD FOR THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 
 
Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles 
Sacristan/Liturgist: Cynthia Thomas  
Prayers of the People:  Paul Shinkman  
Passion Readers: The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles, Paul Shinkman, Cynthia Thomas  
Flowers: No flowers during Lent 
Guest Organist Danny Catalanotto 
Video Operations:  Conor McCarthy and Sherwyn Santos 
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CONTACTS 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles, Interim Rector rector@WashingtonParish.org 
The Rev. Mary Miller Flowers, Interim Asst. Rector formation@washingtonparish.org 
Richard Thibadeau, Music Ministries music@WashingtonParish.org 
Jennifer Baker Howard, Parish Life & Office Manager office@washingtonparish.org 

 
Visit our web site at WashingtonParish.org or find us on Facebook. 

620 G Street SE, WDC 20003 | 202.547.9300 
The Church Office and Building are currently closed for the COVID-19 shutdown.  
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