Sunday School 3rd-4th Maybe God is Like That Too
May 10th
Based on John 14:1-14, especially “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”
Today we are going to focus on how Jesus shows us what God is like.
Read John 14: 1-14.
Questions – What kinds of things did Jesus do on Earth? Can you remember any of the Jesus stories?
There are many stories of Jesus healing people, like the blind man, the man who was paralyzed whose
friends lowered him down in front of Jesus by making a hole in the roof, a little girl who was very sick
and many many others! There are also stories of Jesus sharing – do you remember when the little boy
offered Jesus his lunch of five loaves of bread and two fish and Jesus multiplied it to share with 5000
people?? Do you remember when the disciples were fishing all night and caught nothing and then when
Jesus told them to throw in the nets one more time they caught a billion fish? Do you remember when
Jesus calmed the storm that was about to sink the disciples’ boat? Do you remember how Jesus included
people, even people who others didn’t like? Jesus healed, shared, loved, calmed, forgave, all kinds of
things!
Discuss –
Today's Gospel lesson from John 14:1-14 takes us back to the Last Supper before the crucifixion. Jesus is
trying to prepare his disciples for the events that are about to unfold. A few moments earlier Jesus told
them that one of them would soon betray him, and now he's just told Peter that he will deny him three
times. It's in this context that Jesus says, as we just heard, "Do not let your hearts be troubled."
"What?" The disciples must have asked. "Do not let our hearts be troubled? Are you kidding us? You've
just told us you're going to die." And when Jesus says he is the way, and asks again that they trust him,
Philip can stand it no longer and asks the one question no faithful Jew should ever ask. Actually, it's a
statement, a request, a plea, maybe even a demand, but underneath it all is a question: "Show us the
Father," Philip says, "and we will be satisfied." Or, to put it more directly, "What does God look like?"
It's a bold, even inappropriate question, but again perhaps we can understand where it came from.
Because each of has been there, too: at our wits end, needing some hope that things will get better, for
some reason to believe that this tragedy is not all there is. To which Jesus responds, not in frustration
but in love, both to Philip and to us, "Have I been with you all this time and yet still you don't know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the father!"
When we are at our wits end, when their hearts are troubled and blood pressure is racing with anxiety –
we need to remember to look to Jesus, the one who preached God's mercy and taught God's love, the
one who healed the sick, opened the eyes of the blind, made the lame to walk, and then conquered
death so that even the grave can no longer claim us. Because what you see in Jesus - this is what God
looks like, this is who and what God is: love.
How can we be like Jesus to our friends, our family, our community, our world?
Activity: Weaving – Jesus shows us who God is

Because we know Jesus, we know something about God and how God wants us to treat one another.
Choose a few actions of Jesus – kindness, peace, joy, love, forgiveness, patience, or others. Then do the
weaving craft (attached and photo below) and write the words on your weaving. Send Mary a photo at:
formation@washingtonparish.org
Prayer: Thank you God for sending your son Jesus so we can know more about you and how you want
us to treat one another. Amen.

1Cut

paper.

Cut paper into the desired shape and size of your paper weave picture. I cut mine into a an
8-inch square.

2Fold

the paper in half.

Fold the paper in half.

3Cut

slits.

Cut evenly-spaced slits (mine are about 1-inch wide) starting from the folded edge and
stopping about 1 inch from the opposite edge.
Drawing vertical lines to use as guides for cutting can be quite helpful, especially for
younger kids.

4Unfold

the paper.

Carefully unfold the paper.

5Cut

colored paper strips.

Cut colored paper strips. Mine are 1 inch wide and 10 inches long.
The strips must be longer than the length of your square's side. If your paper is a rectangle,
the strips should be longer than the side perpendicular to the slits.

6Weave

the first strip.

Take one paper strip and weave it across the slits, going over and under the slits.

7Weave

the second strip.

Move the woven strip to the top and start with the next one. Weave the second strip in an
opposite pattern as the first. If your first strip went over and under the slits, the second strip
should go under and over the slits.

8Weave

the rest of the strips.

Weave more strips in an alternating pattern until you get to the bottom of the slits and your
square or rectangle is full.

9Apply

glue.

Carefully flip the paper square so that the back is now facing up. Apply glue at the ends of
each paper strip.

10Fold

the ends.

Fold the ends of each strip over the edges of the paper square or over the slits. Press to
glue in place.

11Flip

the woven square.

Flip the woven paper square again so that the folded ends are concealed at the bottom.

